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PREFACE. 


Th E favourable reception with 
which the Public has honoured 
© An Appeal,” has determined me 
on once more endeavouring to fix 
its attention, and to lay before it 
the events of a life fraught with 
untoward circumſtances, and re- 
plete with diſappointments from 
its earlieſt career. 


4 3 Fain 
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Fain would I dedicate this book 
to a Friend; but, alas! there exiſts 
not for me ſuch a blefling; and TI 
had rather call forth the feelings 
of a generous Public than forge a 
title, which I have hitherto found 
only in the wanderings of my ima- 


gination. 


This work is the offspring of 
ſolitude and reflection. It has been 
neceſſary, in order to complete it, 
that every recollection ſhould be 
awakened — every painful idea re- 
called —and it is to be obſerved, 


that ſome allowances are to be 


made 


| Ta 
made in a publication of this kind, 
written more from the heart than 
from the head. 


I am well aware that the lan- 
guage of the heart frequently ſub- 
jets us to ridicule where we in- 
tend it to produce far other emo- 
tions ; for, among the many rea- 


ders intp whoſe hands every pub- 
lication finds its way, how nume- 
rous 1s the claſs, that, deſtitute of 
ſentiment themſelves, cannot com- 
prehend its reaſoning, much leſs 
appreciate its merits -I may add, 
that too many may juſtly be ſaid 

A4 | to 


iN 


! 


to be without hearts — people on 


whom nothing but objeAs of ſenſe 
can make any impreſſion, and in 
whom nothing but objects of gain 


can excite any feeling. 


To ſuch minds what writers 
ſhall addreſs themſelves with ef- 
fect? — Unknown to ſuch are all 
the © tender charities,” and thoſe 
ſenſations of pain and of pleaſure 
that plunge others into the deepeſt 
miſery, or exalt them to the higheſt 


pinnacle of felicity ! 


Let thoſe, then, .on whoſe cal- 


I lous 


17 


lous minds ſenſibility has ceaſed to 
make its impreſſions, ſave therg- - 


ſelves the trouble of reading a book 
recording the misfortunes and the 
errors of the laſt Villa- Real ! — 
misfortunes which hey know not 
how to pity, and errors which, 
compared with their virtues, ſhall 
not be found wanting in the ba- 
lance of minds truly comprehen- 


five, and of fouls truly enlarged, 2 


Some graybeards of the one ſex, 
and ſome prudiſb of the other, will 
probably condemn me for defend- 


ing my errors. It is the ruling 


error 


( 70 ] 


error of weak minds to form pre- 
cipitate concluſions. Let them 
conſider from whence ſprang what 
they will call improprieties ; and, 
if they have underſtanding enough 
to comprehend the influence the 
actions of others have in determi- 
ning the colour of our fate, let 
them, inſtead of cenſuring, beware 
of their own conduct — let them 
reflect and be ſilent. 


« 'Ten cenſure wrong for one who afts amiſs,” 
is a poſition which, I believe, 
every tea-table in Europe will juſ- 

tify ; 
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(1! 
tify; and how can I expect to fare 


better than my neighbours? 


It has been cuſtomary with moſt 
writers to requeſt indulgence for 
literary defects; but JouNsox has 
juſtly ſaid, that no book was 
e ever ſpared out of tenderneſs to 
the author.” — All, therefore, 
that I requeſt is, to be favoured 
with impartiality — 1 mean that 
impartiality which does not con- 
found the matter with the manner. 


To the herd of critics by pro- 
feſſion I make no appeal. Any 


thing 


\ 


[2s ] 

thing that I could advance would 
avail but little —theſe ſapient peo- 
ple being much too wiſe or too 
ignorant to be ſatisfied with any 


thing, as their exiſtence depends 


on finding fault. To ſuch I can 


only repeat, that this work 1s a 


relation of facts, addreſſed to the 


heart, and not to the head. 
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THE 


LIFE or Ms. GOOCH, 


&c. &c. 


VI RIO Us are the motives that 


have induced different writers to lay 
their lives before the Public. A love 


of gain — a defire of revenge — nay, 


ſometimes an unwarrantable attempt 
to diſturb the aſhes of the dead by 

| Ul-timed reflections: theſe have all 
had their turn ; and that pity, which - 
the 


( 14] 
the recital of irremediable woes can- 
not fail to command in the feeling 
mind, has been converted into diſguſt 
and contempt for a writer who has 
aſpired to obtain it by baſe and diſho- 
nourable means. 


What then can induce me, leſs qua- 
lified than my predeceſſors, to take up 
the pen, and commence author ? —I 
could alledge many reaſons, but I will 
content myſelf with two: the firſt (for 
I muſt ſpeak the truth, and it is a for- 
cible one) is NECESSITY, I muſt en- 
deavour, by the ſale of my book, to 
extricate myſelf from the labyrinth of 
difficulties I am engaged in, that I 
may retire into the country, and try 

whether 
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attainable, as ſubſtitutes for happineſs, 
The ſecond is in compliance with that 
juſtice I owe to myſelf as an oppreſſed 
individual, baniſhed from home and 
ſociety, and bereft of every human 


comfort. 


I wiſh to convince the world that 
my misfortunes have not originated 
in myſelf; but that the want of one 
real friend has cauſed them all. 1 do 
not mean to infer that I hold myſelf 
acquitted of any deviation from the 
rules of propriety ;z fo far from ex- 
cuſing my faults, I will hold up the 
mirror of truth to reveal them : but 
wacther theſe faults have proceeded 
3 from 


whether peace and-tranquillity are not 
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Lad. 
from a depraved mind, or (I again re- 
peat) the want of a friend, the fol- 
lowing pages muſt determine. 


I was ſcarcely three years old when 
death robbed me of my father, My 
mother left Edwinſtow, in Notting- 
hamſhire, (now become mine) and 
we ſettled at Pontefract, in Yorkſhire, 
After four years widowhood ſhe mar- 
ried Captain Hutchinſon, of the Dur- 
ham militia, We then went to refide 
at his houſe at Egleſtone, in the bi- 
ſhopric of Durham. I remained with 
them between three and four years, 
and was then placed at Mrs. La- 
touchc's boarding ſchool, Little Chel- 
ſea. 1 had been there but a few weeks 

when 
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ITY 
when a violent fever ſeized Mr. Hut- 
chinſon, and carried him off before I 


was aware of his illneſs. I received the 
news of this event with a grief un- 
uſual at my years. My underſtand- 
ing, though young, had yet acquir- 
ed ſufficient ſtrength to make me feel 
that I had loſt a friend: this, joined 
to the univerſal character he bore, 
which, as I grew older, I learned to 
appreciate, and the remembrance of 
his extreme fondneſs for me, have all 
ſince convinced me, that had he lived, 
he would have ſupplied (as far as ſuch 
a loſs can be ſupplied) the place of 
the father I had loſt; he would have 
been to me that guardian I never found, 
protecting me from thoſe artifiees-to- 
which 
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which I ſo early fell a prey, and ſaw 
ing me from that ruin into which the 
want of a friend has involved me. 


My mother quitted Egleſtone almoſt 
immediately after his death, and came 
to London, where ſhe reſided for ſome 

time at the houſe of Mrs. Hutchin- 
ſon, her mother-in-law, in Lincoln's- 
inn Fields. [oe 


On her arrival ſhe ſent for me, and 
our meeting was truly affefting : the 
affliction ſhe was in, (for the bad ſin- 
cerely loved Mr. Hutchinſon) the 


diſmal dreſs ſhe wore, the grief of the 
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old lady for her ſon, and the melan- _ 


choly appearance of us all, made up 
a ſad 
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a ſad picture of human woe, the moſt 


calamitous where it is the leaſt ex- 
pected, 


S_—— — —— 


At this period my mother never 
went out; but I affociated with all 
the young ladies of my own age in 
the neighbourhood, whoſe families 
viſited ours. Among theſe were the 
Lady Henleys, Lord Northington's 
daughters, and the Miſs Pratts, Lord 
Camden's. But my particular inti- 
mates were our next-door neighbours, 
the two Miſs Goulds, daughters of 
the well-known Judge of that name; 
they ſhared all my juvenile affections, 

B 2 which 
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which were, I belicve, amply repaid 
on their fide, and we were ſeldom 


alunder. 


Miſs Gould poſſeſſed a great ſhare 
of talents and volubility ; Miſs Ho- 
nora, the youngeſt, was more ſolid 


than either of us. 


One evening, at their houſe, after 
we had been playing ſome tunes on 
the harpſichord and eating our tarts, 
the time approached for my departure, 
Miſs Gould drew from her boſom 
a Viſiting ticket, on which was en- 
graved, Mr. Temple Luttrell,” She 
kiſſed it, and replaced it there; tel- 
ling me, at the ſame time, ſhe was 

reſolves 


Cy 


reſolved never to marry any other 


Man. 


Some years after my misfortuncs I 
inquired what was become of theſe 
friends of my infancy ? and I learn- 
ed, with much ſatisfaction, that Miſs 
Gould really was married to Mr. Lut- 
trell, in defiance of many more ſplen- 
did offers that had been made her; and 
that Miſs Honora was become Coun- 
teſs of Cavan, and mother of a family. 
That they may both enjoy happineſs 
is my ardent wiſh, though many years 
have rolled fince I could poſſibly hope 
to be an eye witneſs of it. 


My mother next took a houſe at 
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Stanmore, where J paſſed all the holi- | 


days, and was frequently with her at 
other times. Lord Galway was, with 
her, my joint guardian ; but the moſt 
implacable hatred having ſubſiſted 
between herſelf and all my father's 
family ever ſince his death, was pro- 
bably the reaſon they took no notice 
of me. I knew that Lady Galway 
was my father's only ſiſter ; but I ne- 
ver enjoyed the happineſs of either 
ſeeing or hearing from her, or from 


any of his relations whatever. 


I remained three years at Mrs. La- 
touche's, and then left it. My mother 
gave up her houſe at Stanmore, and 
took one at Biſhopton, near Ripon, 

In 
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in Yorkſhire. Soon aſter Lord Galway 
died, and was ſuceeded by his fon, who 
followed him, within three months, to 
the grave.—Ah ! how often does me- 
mory ſtill retrace to me the image of 
my charming couſin We were on a 
viſit to Lady Ramſden, in Yorkſhire, 
when he came to Pontefract to be elec- 
ted for the borough in the room of his 
father. He was accompanied there by 
Mr. Charles Melliſh, our joint uncle. 
He was under the neceſſity of giving a 
ball on the occaſion, with which his 
dreſs and feelings but ill correſponded. 


As we were in the neighbourhood, 
my mother could not with propriety 
refuſe his requeſt of our attending it. 
14 there 


1 1 


I there ſaw him for the firſt time fince 
our eatlieſt infancy : he was ſurely of 
a figure that, having been once ſeen, 


was never to be forgotten. 


While my mother was engaged in 


the card room, he took an opportu- 1 
nity of telling me that my aunt was + 


grieved at her apparent neglect of me, 


but that it was impoſſible for her and 


my mother to be ever on good terms. 
He added, that, with reſpe& to him- 
ſelf, he would do every thing in his 


power to contribute to my happineſs. 
But it was decreed*we were to meet 


no more; the ſable dreſs which I then 


wore for his father I continued too 


fatally to wear for himſelf. Provi- 
; dence 
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Et & 3 
dence had, it feemed, ordained that 
I ſhould loſe every real friend I poſſeſ- 
ſed, before I was capable of knowing 


the value. 


Theſe words, and the death of my 
couſin, left a ſtrong impreſſion on 
me; the more ſo, as from him I had 
received the firſt proof of affection 
from my father's family. My mo- 
ther, and her acquaintance, were ac- 
cuſtomed to treat me with too much 
ſeverity; and I had often the addi- 
tional mortification to hear my dead 
father's name mentioned in terms of 
diſteſpect. My mother had diſliked 
him, and the name of Villa-Real was 
ever hateſul to her; this, as I grew 
older 
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older, and became more noticed, in- 
creaſed. I am grieved to condemn a 
parent, whom |1 yet tenderly love; 


but had my mother ever entertained 


for me that affection which a child, 
and ſurely an only one, might juſtly 
claim, I ſhould not now deplore the 
want of a friend. 


But my mother was young and 
beautiful herſelf. It was not, per- 


haps, pleafing to her, if ſhe was fond 


of admiration, to ſee a rival grow up, 
although in the perſon of a daughter; 
and this conſideration, added to the 
former one, muſt excuſe her want of 
affection for me. The diſtance at 
which I was kept was productive to me 
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of every diſadvantage; inſtcad of hav- 
ing my mind cultivated in an uſeful 
knowledge of the world, I was left in 
total ignorance of it; and thoſe leſ- 
ſons of experience which a girl, and 
particularly a girl of fortune, ſhould 
have inſtilled into her, were never be- 
ſtowed upon e. Treated as a child, 
I was naturally anxious to ceaſe being 
one, and heartily wiſhed for an oppor- 
tunity of being married, and happily 
ſettled. 


r C—— —— 


Towards the beginning of the year 
1774, a young phyſician, Dr. Theo- 
mas Crawford, came to eſtabliſh him- 
ſelf at Ripon, He called on my 
mother 
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mother, as on every neighbouring 
family, and he ſoon attracted my at- 


tention, 


I had no opportunity of ſpeaking 
to him alone, but frequently met him 
at dinner at the Dean of Ripon's, Dr. 
Wanley's, where he was particularly 


intimate, and I ſaw him every Sun- 
day in the Minſter, 


Our evening walks, which, as the 
ſpring advanced, became almoſt con- 
ſtant, were 1n the delightful groves 
of Studley Park, the feat of Mr. and 
Mrs. Aiſlabie, whom we viſited. Dr. 


Crawford generally paſſed by, or met 


us there; but nothing more could 
| paſs 


— 29 J 
paſs under my mother's ſcrutinizing 


eye than common-place civility, and 


ſometimes only a reciprocal bow, 


This charming ſpot has ſurely re- 
ceived a peculiar mark of favour from 
Heaven ; all that art could moſt in- 
geniouſly contrive to aſſiſt nature, is 
there laviſhed -with a liberal hand. 
The eye 1s faſcinated by variegated 
walks and temples, and the ſoul finds 
food for contemplation in the majeſ- 
tic and vencrable ruins of Fountaine's 
Abbey. 


When laſt I viſited it, two years ago, 
I picked up a ſmall looſe ſtone of the 


Moſaic work under the altar piece, 
and 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(ol 
and no inſpired nun ever kifſed a re- 
lic with more devotion. It had been 
ſanctified by the footſteps of thoſe 
holy men who had, in former times, 
inhabited the Abbey ; probably, too, 
other feet more dear had trodden on 


it, and this is perhaps not laſt in my 


idea while I carefully preſerve it. 


With what ſorrow did I review this 
ſweet place, that had, like myſelf, 


loſt every thing! Its maſter and miſ- 


treſs, whom late I remembered there, 
both dead; it has reverted to a lady, 


whom ill health, or other reaſons, 
| prevents from living at it, The next 


heir was the young Mr. Lawrence, 


who died a few years ſincc; and after 
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the preſent poſſeſſor, it will become 
the property of Miſs Lawrence, his 
ſiſter, who, I am informed, is not 
likely to marry. | 


Mr. Aiſlabie (the gardener told me) 


has left five hundred pounds a year 


to keep it in repair; but how much it 
is to be lamented that ſuch, a place is 
not the property (not of royalty, for 
Princes are too lofty to enjoy ſuch 
ſcenes ! but) of ſome noble-minded, 
generous lord, whoſe doors would 
not be ſhut againſt the poor, and whoſe 
true Engliſh hoſpitality, unlike the 
pampered luxuries of France, would 


teach him to be happy, and to make 


others lo. Such an owner would [7 


wiſh 
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29 
wiſh for Studley !—I have travelled 
much, and ſeen a great deal ; but in 


my life I never beheld the place which 
I concluded to be the repreſentative of 
Paradiſe, but Studley ; perhaps, too, 
the remembrance of my firſt ſighs, 
and the continually having ſeen there 
the object of them, has added to my 
attachment for this divine ſpot ; but 
let every diſintereſted traveller, who 
has a ſoul to admire the beauties of 


the creation, viſit Studley. 


It was probably at our tranſient 


meetings in theſe walks, and during 


our Sunday's devotions, that Dr. 


Crawford and myſelf revealed, by 


mutual 
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mutual glances, what our tongues 
wanted but opportunity to expreſs, - 


After frequently repeating them, 
he wrote to me, He prevailed on my 
mother's gardener to give me his let- 
ters, which was effected by faſtening 
them to the end of a ſtick, put up 


againſt my bedchamber window. I 
anſwered them, and a regular corre- 


ſpondence enſued. 


I felt for Dr. Crawford all that a 
young, romantic girl was capable of 
feeling; and perhaps the difficulties 
and dangers attending this ſecret in- 
tercourſe, enhanced to me its value. 
i had heard that I was to poſſeſs a 
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fortune when I came of age; but as I 
had never heard of the value, or the 
want of money, it gave me not the 
leaſt concern, and I was far removed 
from the idea of its having attractions 
for any man; ſuch was my 1gnorance 
of the world in which 1 lived. 


Our correſpondence continued for 
ſome time unmoleſted, and every hour 
added ſomething to my inclination for 
Dr. Crawford, till at length I ſeriouſly 
loved him. I knew that my mother 
would not conſent to our marriage, 
becauſe ſhe viewed and treated him 
as an inferior. I repeatedly peruſed 


his letters; they ſpoke the man of feel- 


ing, and the man of honovr. He 
wiſhed 
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wiſhed, he ſaid, to marry me; but he 
adviſed me ſeriouſly to reflect, whether 


I could be happy with ** a poor country 
phyſician,” who had neither rank nor 
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fortune to beſtow on me, and whom I 
might poſſibly, in futare, conſider ra- 
ther as a ſeducer than a friend. He en- 
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treated me not togive way toa childiſh 
partiality in his favour till I had ſound- 
ed my heart, and was aſſured that on 
his happineſs depended my own. I 
felt ſtrongly that it did, and informed 
him ſo. He then urged me to meet 
bim the next night, at twelve o'clock, 
in the Jane leading from my mother's 
houſe into the high road, 
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whole of the ſucceeding one, pailed, 


on my fide, in the moſt painful agita- 
tions, 1 was paſſionately fond of Dr. 
Crawford, yet I felt ſurprized and ter- 
rified at what he had propoſed. I 
tenderly loved, although I greatly 
feared, my mother, and I could not 

ear the idea of thus leaving her. I 
fancied that every object about the 
houſe, even the animals of which we 
were both fond, looked as it they 
would upbraid me with unkindneſs 
and ingratitude. I dared not mention 
to her my.attachment and my with ; I 
knew that if I did I ſhould expoſe my- 
ſelt to the utmoſt ſeverity, and pro- 
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bably ruin the man 1 loved. 
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experienced, for the firſt time 7a 
my life, thoſe pangs inſeparable from 
oppreſſed ſ-nfibility. Every hour my 
reſolutions changed; I was often vio- 
lently.tempted to throw myſelf on my 
knees to my mother, and confeſs all, 
and as often my apprehenſions and my 
fears overcams me. The dreaded 
hour, at length, drew near, and I took 


leave of her for the night. 


As J paſſed by the chamber door, 
from the window of which alone I 
could make my eſcape, every diſmal 
thought took full poſſeſſion of my 
mind, 1 was fure that if I met Dr. 
Cranford he would not relinquiſh me, 
and that a chaiſe would, in all pro- 


cg bability, 


1 


bability, in another hour, be waiting 
to carry me off. I retired to my room, 
and went to bed; but I did rot ariſe 
till the next morning, when with 
heavy eyes and heart, I attended my 
mother as uſual, 


A ſecond interview was appointed 
| for the ſucceeding night, which was 
marked by never-ceafing rain. I re- 
ſolved to go.—Bcfore I parted from 
my mother, as before, an air of dejec- 
tion I perceived in her ſmote my heart. 
—] hefitated—I trembled—I knew 


not which way to determine The 


idea of forſaking, of diſtreſſing her 


whom I would have died to ſave 


from one moment's pang, counter- 
balanced 
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balanced my tenderneſs and my pro- 


miſe, and I facrificed both. — Fatal 
ſacrifice !—moſt dearly bought, and 


never to be forgotten. 


The next morning my bureau was 
broken open ; Dr. Crawford's letters 
and all my effects were taken out while 
I was in the breakfaſt room, and knew 
nothing of what was going on, till 
my mother's carriage appeared at the 
door with poſt horſes, and I ſaw the 
trunks chaining on. I was only per- 
mitted to walk into it from whence I 
ſtood; my mother and her own maid, 
Anne Dodd, (of whom I ſha!l here- 


aſter ſpeak) accompanied me. 
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We went to Lady Ramſden's at 


Byram, and thence to my grandmo- 
ther's at Cheſterfield. 
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Had I then known my independence 


—nay, had I even formed an idea of 
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that liberty every Britiſh ſubject is 


born with the privilege to enjoy, I 
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would have ſhaken off the fetters in 
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which I was 1gnorantly bound; I 


would have ſpurned at the violence 
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offered to my inclinations, and I would 
have declared that Dr. Crawford ſhould 


be my huſband—the conſequence of 


his birth and fortune I muſt have 


taken on my ſelf; but I knew not that 


I was the miſtreſs of my choice, 
Would to God 1 had; for I am now 


firmly 


I 
c c epi nu nos. ir het n 


r 
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firmly of opinion, that, had I married 
him, 1 ſhould have been ſpared the 
weight of woe ever. fince laid upon 
me, and probably his hfe would have 
been ſaved. This idea will never for- 
ſake me: it is twiſted round every 
ſibre of my heart, and will only be 
renounced with its laſt ſigh. 


It was ſome time before we returned 
to Biſhopton; ſoon after we did, Dr. 
Hllif.x, my uncle, (fince Biſhop of 

3louceſter, and of St. Aſaph) joined 
us there. The Dean of Ripon wrote 
him a note the ſame evening, requeſt- 
ing that he would preach on the fol- 


ling Sunday at the Minſter. I remem- 


ber his obſerving to my mother, that 
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he had no ſermons with him; but ſhe 


perſuaded him not to fend a refuſal, 
and he complicd. 


My uncle preached before a large 
concourſe of people aſſembled to hear 
him; he ſelected his text from the 
tenth Commandment, “ Thou ſhalt 
not covet.” His eyes were directed 
towards the perſon to whom his dif- 
courſe was but too vifibly addrefled. 
This would have been, in my opinion, 


better let alone; I was ſufficiently ſer- 
monized at home to render the diſ- 


treſſing Dr. Crawford, before a whole 


congregation, perfectly needleſs. 
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] was now never ſuffeM to be alone, 
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and ept in my mother's apartment. | 
Our ſtay, too, at Biſhopton was very 
ſhort, and our time taken up in viſit- 
ing the neighbouring families, 


My mother next took me to Bath, 
which is, of all places in England, 
the laſt a mother ſhould make choice 


of, 


We took in our road thither Lord 
Ducie's in Glouceſterſhire, where we 
ſtaid ſome weeks. Lord Ducie gave 
my mother a letter to Mr. Wade, (the 
then Maſter of the Ceremonies) defir- 
ing him to ſhew us every poſſible at- 
tention, Mrs. Strickland, of Beverly, 
whom 
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dreſs) I danced the laſt minuet with 
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whom we ſaw before we left York- 
ſhirc, had particularly mentioned to 
me „ the pretty Miſs Gooch,” Sir 
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Thomas Gooch's daughter, whom, 
ſhe ſaid, I ſhould admire at Bath, 
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We no ſooner arrived there, than it 
was reported my fortune was much 


larger than it really was. On the firſt 


evening of my appearance (which was 


the firſt that I ever wore a woman's 


Mr. Wade, to render me conſpicuous, 
As ſoon as that was over, he preſented 
Mr. Gooch to my mother and myſelf, 


introducing him to me as a partner 


for the evening, 


The 


( 453 
The firſt queſtion I aſked him was, 


whether he were related to the pretty 
Miſs Gooch, of whom I had heard ? 
He replied, that the was his fiſter, and 
he ſhould be happy to introduce her 
to Mis. Hutchinſon and myſelf the 
following evening, when he engaged 


me to dance with him again. 


The next morning Mr. Gooch cal- 
led at our houſe, and at night intro- 
duced to us Lady Gooch, his mother- 
in-law, and Miſs Gooch, who left their 


names the day after, 


From that time Mr. Gooch became 
my conſtant attendant, and precluded 
all other men the poſſibility of dan- 


ing 
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= cing with me, who attempted to en- 
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gage me with probably the ſame views 
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as himſelf. In a few days, having 
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Mi | | _ overheated myſelf with dancing, I was 


| If obliged to be let blood; this, how- 


{ff erer, did not prevent me from keep— 


ing my engagement to dance with Mr. 


Gooch the following evening. I did 


—. 
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ſo, and my arm began to blecd afreſh, 


which forced me to ſit down for the 
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remaiader of the time, and Mr. Gooch, 


=O... ff 
m"—_ 


ſeating himſelf by me, propoſed my 
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going off with him. He repreſented 


the infinite ſervice my health would 


| 
16 derive from the Spa waters, and ex— 
{ i | 
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10 patiated much on the gaicties and 


pleaſures to be met with abroad. To 


this propoſal I ſtrongly objected. 1 


knew . 
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L 
knew his own family to be unexcep- 
tionable, and all that I had heard againſt 
it was that Sir Thomas was Now 


marricd to his daughter's governeſs. 


I wrote a card, which I gave him at 
the next ball, that I would by no 
means encourage him in a clandeſtine 
manner; but that he might make an 
open propoſal, and hex be accepted. 
I gave him at the ſame time a letter, 
which I deſired him to put in the poſt 
office; it contained a few lines I had 
haſtily written to Mr. Charles Melliſh, 
my uncle, deſiring he would not op- 


poſe the match. 


The next morning my mother re- 
ceived 
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ccived one from Sir Thomas Gooch, 
with propcſals from himſelf for his 
ſon, and requeſted to be informed of the 
ſtate of my fortune? She did not like 
the connection ; but reſolved on our 
immediately ſetting out for London 
to conſult with the reſt of my rela- 
tions. We did ſo in the courſe of the 
following day; and at the ſame time 
all Sir Thomas Gooch's family ſet out 
for London alſo. Nor were theſe our 
only followers Colonel Stafford, aud 
Mr. Lyon, two Iriſh gentlemen, with 
whom we had been acquainted at Bath, 
and who had both ſought opportuni— 
ties of addreſſing me, overtook us 
on the road : at that time 1 began to 


think I ſhovld prefer Mr. Lyon to 


either 


1 


either of his competitors; but I was 
really hurried by the Gooches into this 
marriage, and not ſuffered to breathe, 
(if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
or to conſider for a moment on what 
I was doing. Sir Thomas, on his ar- 
rival, hired a houſe in Suffolk Street, 
and all the family became our conſtant 
Vi/HIOrs, 


It was thought proper to inform 
Lady Galway of my engagements z 
and in conſequence of them, and Mr. 
Melliſh's interference, my mother and 
mylelf were invited to drink tea at 
her houſe, It was a meeting I moſt 
anxiouſly wiſhed, and on the evening 
appointed we went there. 
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(for ſhe was ſearcely more than ten 
years old) I felt for her the oft ſin- 


cere affection. 
on a picture that hung over the chim- 


on It; and I ſurely diſcoy ered the like- 


4 00 <3 

After having looked attentively at 
my aunt, of whoſe perſon I had ndt 
the teaft recollection, the firſt thing | 
that ſtruck me was the extreme re- 
ſemblance between Miſs Charlotte 


me 


Monckton, now Mrs. Bennet, and 
her departed brother, Lord Galway, 
whom I have mentioned. The firſt 
moment I beheld this charming girl, 


1 


The next obſervation I made was 


ney-piece—it was my father's. My 
heart inwardly fighed as my eyes gazed 
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neſs to my ſelf. - Had 1 been done! in 
the room, 1 mould have reached to at- 5 


tain it, and: tenderly -kifled: 364 But. 
this was a ceremonious viſit, How 


very inconfiſtent -with my own feel- 


ings! How very inconſiſtent with 


every object around me! 


No particular converſation paſſed, 
and we early took out leave; therę 

was a ſomething heavy ate my Near ; 
that, as, J dared hot: ta exproſs, 1 ON 
deavoured to cahceat; 5 :: 
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We ſoon after received an invita- 


tion to dine there, and Mr. Gooch 4 
: ** | |; 
was requeſted to meet us. I was then 


introdueed to my eldeſt couſin, mar- # 
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1 
ried to Mr. Sykes, and to himſelf, 
who with ourſelves, made up the fa- 
mily party. Mrs. Sykes behaved very 
affectionately to me, and deſired that 7 
would call the next morning at her 
houſe in upper Brook Street, which I 
did. She there ſhewed me her pearls, 
about which ſo much has been ſaid, 
and which ſurely, in the article of 
finery, exceed any thing ever before 
worn by a ſubject. Mrs. Sykes and 
myſelf formed an intimacy, and a- 
greed to correſpond. She lamented 
that her brother, the preſent Lord, 
was not in England; but ſaid that he 
was ſoon expected home from his tra- 


vels. 
I con- 
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I continued ſome times, but ſeldom, 


to ſee my aunt, both at her houſe and 
my mother's ; but our family conn?c- 
tion ſeemed to be quite forgotten in 
the intercourſe; our viſits more reſem- 
bling thoſe of very diſtant acquaint- 


ance than of very near relations, 


Lady Galway appeared perfectly 
indifferent with regard to my mar- 
riage; nor indeed did any of my fa- 
mily ever give themſelves the trouble 
to mention it, excepting Mr. Charles 
Melliſh, who once or twice told me 
he did not perfectly approve it; but, 
unfortunately for me, he did not ob- 
ject forcibly enough to prevent it. Had 
he choſen to have done fo, it might 


D 3 llave 
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habe been eafily accompliſhed - ſuch 
- was: my*opinion'of: my uncle, and my 
4 affection for kim, that he would never 
be tavefoundit, difficult to perſuade me 
to any thing, and particularly where 
my heaft was ſo little intereſted, which 
by this tinte became leſs every hour. 
The ſame opinion and affection I 
have ever retained; nor is it by many 
the only inſtance of my. valuing thoſe 

who leaf care about my fate. 
My uncle was probably apprized 
of ſome motives exiſting of which I 
was then ignorant, and I wiſh I had 


* „ 


remained ſo! 


Lady Gooch's maternal fondneſs for 
: Es Mr. 


THI 

Mr: Gooch: pleaded forcibly for his 
intereſt, and the uſed every endeavour. 
to haſten our marriage; it was indeed 
haſtened, for the articles were imme⸗- 
diately drawn. I ſaw Mr, Gooch for 
the firſt time, on the 5th of April, 

1775, and we were- married at St, 
George's, Hanover Square, the 1 3:h 
of May following. 


| Before this fatal day I had fincere- 
ly repented my engagements. Some 
things that Mr. Mellith had ſaid to 
mc, ſome remarks I had myſelf made, 
and a diſlike that I had, in conſequence 
of both theſe, taken to Mr. Gooch's 
family, determined me on ſezing the 
arſt favourable opportunity, when 
: D4 alone 
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alone with him, of diſcloſing my ſen- 


timents. I did ſo one evening when 
my mother had left us together, I 
told him that my mind had changed, 
and it was my wiſh to break off the 
connection. His anſwer to me was, 
that if I did, it ſhould be the ruin 
of my character, and the loſs of half 
my fortune, for which he would ſue 
me. Terrified at the former menace, 
but perfectly regardleſs cf the other, 
J dreaded left he ſhould inform my 
mother of our converſation, And I 
begged him not to think of it any 
more. 


A few days before we were married 


my mother and myſelf dined at Mrs, 
Wedddell's. 


( 57 J 
Weddell's. This lady obſerved that 
J looked unhappy, and conducted me, 
after dinner, into her dreſſing room, 
where ſhe queſtioned me on the ſtate 
of my mind. I told her I wiſhed my 
fituation had been otherwiſe, but that 


it was now too late | 


Mrs. Weddell's reply to me was 
tc were ſhe at the foot of the altar 
te with a man who had given hercauſe 
ce torepent her engagement with him, 
& ſhe would not marry him.“ -Pleaſed 
with her idea, fo exactly corre ſpon- 
dent with my own, I ventured to 
mention it to my mother on our re- 


turn home, (for I knew that Mrs. 


Weddell had great influence over her): 
ſhe 


the ſaid, that things were now gone 
too far to be withdrawn. * 


I had often told Dr. Halifax, my 
uncle, that it was my wiſh, whenever 
I married, he would himſelf tie the 
indiſſoluble knot, and he had promiſ- 
ed me to do ſo. Mr. Gooch had 
made the ſame requeſt to Dr. Gooch, 
his uncle; but this point was given 
up to me. 

When I é called upon my uncle to 
fulfil his engagement, he begged I 
would excuſe him; he had, I believe, 
a too true preſentiment, that h. doing 


Jo he ſhopld inſure my miſery, for life. 
I entreated. him to comply; and 1 


£ | added, 


added, that, if he did nt, I MHο 
td be unhappy. My uncle, with much 
reluctance, at length, conſented. 


On the morning of the ceremony, 
when thoſe of the two families,” :who 
who were to aſſiſt at it, were. zacgermbl. 
ed. at my: mathe s bonſe, I 1 ka fiot 
finiſhed dre ing, and ty net T8quir) 
ed, before them'all, * wher8-w2s the 
« victim?“ 


— 


My mother, Mr. Charles Melliſh, 


(who gave me away) Miſs Morickton, 
(now Mrs. Bennet), whom” T have 
mentioned, and who Way; my. bride 
maid, together: with Mr. John Gooch, 
and ſome others, eſcorted me to 


church. 
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church. Dr. Hallifax, the phyfician, 
my other uncle, could not be prevail- 


ed on to go there. 


We were detained ſome time in the 
veſtry, waiting thearrivalof Dr. Gooch, 


who had promiſed his attendance. In 


the mean while Mr. John Gooch, 


(now Archdeacon of Sudbury), com- 
poſed the following elegant 


SONNET: 


Brother, how joyful do I deem the day 
That gives thee liberty to call thy own 
Fair Villa-Real !—and, at length, does crown 


Thy w:ites with the happineſs they weigh. 
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Of her, though all that eloqt ence can ſay 
Were true, I'Il rather glory in the claim 


Of my new fiſter—and th' endearing name 


Of brother, from her lips, ſhall well repay, 


See how rejoicing, like thyſelf, the ſun 
Runs his glad courſe—Oh! may thy days, 
like his, 
With till increaſing ſplendour onward glide; 
And may you ewn what tender Lyttleton 


Did to his lovely Lucy once confeſs, 


£ 
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& How much the Wife is dearer than the Bride!“ 


7% AV 


—„»„— 
2 


CC. 
— 


Ys Vo. 23 FAYE uy 
& - WT FL 7 VHS. 5 


When my uncle opened the book, 
and began, in the moſt ſolemn and 
pathetic manner, to read the mar- 
riage ſervice, his voice faultered, and 
his tears fell upon it! — Theſe were 


the happy omens of my marriage. 
As 


[ 62 2... 


As 198 as it was over we went do 
breakfaft” at Lady Galway's in Hert- 
ford Street : ſhe kiſſed me, and ſaid 
ſhe wiſhed me happy. We left there 
my cquſin Charlotte, and then pro- 
ceeded to Hampton, to a houſe that 
had been lately left Sir Ten by a 


7. 


deceaſed aunt, 


We had dined, there. a, few 05 
before, and m nother (who, like 
myſelf, is not free from ſuperſtition) 
bad particularly objected to the hatch- 
ment 6yer the door, 'and requeſted of 
Lady VBooch to have it taken down, 
which ſhe promiſed ; yet either to 
her not giving the neceſſary orders, 
or the ſervants negle& in fulfilling 

them, 


[ Bri] . 


them, was owing” the circumſtanex 
of the hatchment's being the firſt ob. 
ject we beheld from the top of the 
avenue, when our carriages reached 
Hampton. My mother immediately 
exclaimed againſt it, but I thought no 
more of it. Yet ſurely our gay to- 
kens of feſtivity (for many were the 
favours worn) correſponded but ill 
with the melanekoly inſignia of death. 
The hätchment, however, retaineill 
its place, and Was forgotten in the | 


general rejoicing. 


We had been married a week when 
we made our appearance at Hampton 
church. When that was over, we 
walked” ih Mr. Garrick's charming 

gardens. 


1 641 
gardens. The houſe dog had pro- 
claimed my appearance by a diſtin- 
guiſhed howl, and ſeveral attempts to 
bite me. This, as I am uncommouly 
fond of dogs, had alarmed and ter- 
rified me. Mr. Garrick ſoon after no- 
ticed it in an elegant letter of apo- 


logy to my uncle Melliſh. 


Returned from our walk, I found 
myſelf very ill; ſo ill, that it was with 
difficulty I reached my mother's cham- 
ber before I fainted away, She rang, 
and ordered Dodd into her room, 
whom ſhe kindly give up to me, as my 
own maid ; the reſult of the conver- 
ſation was her ſending to town to re- 
queſt my uncle Hallifax, the phyſi- 

clan, 


L 6s J 


cian, would come to us without the 


loſs of time. 


My uncle was no ſooner arrived 
than I perceived a great miſunder- 
ſtanding to have taken place between 
Mr. Gooch and myſelf; the cauſe I 
could not gueſs at, neither did any one 
inform me, but the Doctor, after or- 
dering me ſome medicines, left Hamp- 


ton immediately. 


My mother, very ſoon after this had 
happened, received a melancholy ſum- 
mons to attend her friend, Lady Ramf- 
den, on her death bed; ſhe went away 


and left me to my fate. It was my 


firſt ſeparation from her. 
E Anne 
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Anne Dodd, Mr. Gooch's ſervant, 
and footman to myſelf, compoſed our 
part of Sir Thomas Gooch's family, 
Extraordinary as it muſt appear, it is 
nevertheleſs true, that Lady Gooch, 
and Miſs Gooch, thought proper 'to 
obſerve, this footman was too aſſidu- 
ous in his attendance on me, and de- 
fired Mr. Gooch would diſcharge him; 
with this requeſt, however, as we both 
liked him, he did not think it neceſ- 
ſary to comply. It was an idea that 
would never have entered his head, 
and, God knows, it was far removed 
from mine; but the pleaſure of thoſe 
ladies conſiſted entirely in mortifying 
and teazing me; treating me both as 


a child and a fool, A fool I had juſt 
| 4 proved 


(. 6 3 
proved myſelf, in my connection with, 
{ belive, the only family in England, 
that would have treated me in ſo un- 


precedented a manner. 


The only comfort I could now enjoy, 
was in writing to my mother, and hear- 
ing from her, and in the ſociety of 
my aunt, who had a houſe at Sion, 
Sheſeldom came to Sir Thomas's houſe; 
but I frequently ordered my carriage 
as ſoon as breakfaſt was over, paſſed 
the day with her, and returned to 
Hampton as late as I could. When 
I did not go there, I was ſure to re- 
cieve an affectionate note of inquiry 
from my ſweet couſin Charlotte. 


E 2 About 


16 1 


About this time the preſent Lord 


returned home, and out of compli- 
ment to me formed a ſlight acquain- 
tance with the Gooches. I dreaded left 
the charms of my ſiſter-in-law (for ſhe 
was ſurely pretty) ſhould captivate my 
couſin. Such an alliance would have 
been, I am ſure, very pleaſing to Sir 
Thomas Gooch's family; but it would 


have been exquiſitely painſul to me. 


This I had the preſumption to hint 
to my couſin, and had the happineſs 


to be aſſured by him there were no 


grounds for my apprehenſions. 


— — 


———— 

— 

— — 
— — 


It was at Sion that I ſorm<d the firſt 
female friendſhip of my life. Miſs 
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Flonckton, the General's daughter, 
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Ws 
was frequently there, We were near- 
ly of the ſame age ; her natural talents 
and accompliſhments were far ſuperior 
to mine, but they were of the ſame 
nature. We were fond of reading, 
writing, and muſick, in all of which 
ſhe eminently excelled. I thought, - 
too, that our diſpoſitions and tempers 
as exactly correſponded, I felt all that 
I profeſled with a degree of roman- 
tic enthuſiaſm; how far Miſs Monck- 


ton was ſincere will be ſeen hereafter. 


In this manner J paſſed the hours I 
was from Hampton with pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction. Sir Thomas was indeed 
always kind to me; and frequently 
expreſſed, when I was alone with him, 


E 3 a fatherly 
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a fatherly affection for me; but, alas! 


poor Sir Thomas was but a cypher in 
his own family. 


I grew heartily tired of remaining 
there, and my health had viſibly chang- 
ed fince my marriage. Lady Gooch 
and Mr. Gooch held many private 
conferences, from which I was wholly 
excluded, particularly once, when TI 
ſurprized them both in tears. This 
could not fail to create ſuſpicion in a 
young mind ; nature took the alarm, 
and I was jealous of a confidence that 
I thought I had a right to ſhare, It 
was a canker that gnawed about my 
heart, and ſeemed to preclude every 
hope of future happineſs. I diſliked 

-the 
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the whole family of which I was un- 
fortunately become one, and 1 wrote, 
as did Dodd, to my mother, to tell 
her that I wiſhed to go back into York- 
ſhire, and anxiouſly ſolicited her to 


preſs my return, 


This was ſoon done; and it was 
agreed that Mr, Gooch ſhould go with 
me for a few days to my grandmo- 
ther's and from thence to my mother's 
at Biſhopton, where he was to leave 
me, and then go himſelf for a ſhort 
time to Scarborough. 


It was at Cheſterfield the machina- 
tlons were to begin; and it would 


have been a hard matter to have made 
E 4 them 


1 

them operate more forcibly than in 
removing from me my faithful Dodd, 
whoſe long ſervices to my mother, 
and fondneſs for myſelf, had endeared 
her to us both. Nothing but to ac- 
commodate me would have prevailed 
on my mother to part with her. 1 
looked on her more as a friend than a 
ſervant, and I was far from foreſceing 
our approaching ſeparation, | 

Arrived at Cheſterfield, ſhe requeſt- 
ed, and eaſily obtained, my leave to 
viſiteher friends at Nottingham, where 
ſhe was to ſtay for a few days only. 
She had been gone one, when Mr, 
Gooch told me that he hoped 1 would 
forgive the ſtep that he had taken in 


writing 


1 


writing to Dodd to forbid her return. 
He made uſe of ſome very frivolous 
excuſe, that he had ſuſpected her be- 
ing connected with his own ſervant; 
this I never did, nor ever will, believe. 
It was impoſſible for me at that time, 
to gueſs his motive. Time, the great 
expounder of human events, has at 
length revealed it; and it is very ob- 
vious to me now that his diſcharging 
her had been agreed on at Hampton 
before we left it. It was neceſſary to 
remove the only perſon living with me 
who was attached to my perſon and 
intereſt, and particularly one who was 
in correſpondence with my mother, 
and who would not fail to- apprize 
her of every thing that paſſed. My 

poor 
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poor Dodd would have been an impro- 
per witneſs of thoſe future tranſactions 
that waited only their due courſe, She 
would have juſtified her miſtreſs, or 
ſhe would have followed her fortunes ; 
and againſt what was to happen it was 
neceſſary to be prepared. 


I received this information with 
great ſurprize, and many tears !—l 
was with child, and I was unhappy, 
My extreme ſenfibility has ever been 
the bane of my peace, and this event 
tried it, Mr. Gooch endeavoured to 
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reconcile me to a loſs, of which I could 
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not imagine the cauſe. He went with 
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me to Biſhopton. I was received there 


with uncommon tenderneſs, and it 
ſerved 


19 3 
ſerved but to make me the more de- 
plore my having left a home which, 
although ſome circumſtances had ren- 
dered uncomfortable, I had ever fond- 


ly loved. 


Why cannot I write this page with 
compoſure 2 —Why, at the recollec- 
tion of theſe paſt times, cannot I par- 
take of that eaſy indifference, that 
ſtoic apathy, which cheers the path 
of other mortals throughout life? — 
Why, at this long, this diſtant period, 
do my eyes ſwim in tears, and blot 
what I am writing? - But I muſt not, 
I dare not revert to my own feelings 
— would that they were buried in a 
long, long oblivion ! 


* * * 
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Mr. Gooch conſigned me to my 
mother's care, and left us the next 
morning. I was much fatigued, and 
ill after the journey, although we had 
travelled ſlowly with our own horſes ; 
which, with the coachman, poſtillion, 
and footman, were left with me at 


Biſhopton. 


I ovght ſurely to have been ex- 
empt from vanity : it never was A 
ruling paſſion of mine; and in the 


following wayward inſtance I felt it 
- for 


1 
for the firſt and laſt time. It was 
indeed a momentary gratification ; for 


how immediately did it retort upon 


myſelt ! 


The appearing at Ripon with eclat, 


among my former acquaintance there, 
pleaſed me. ' I was to accompany my 
mother to the Minſter on the Sunday 
after my arrival, previous to our re- 
ceiving any-viſits. I gave orders for 
the coach and a pair of horſes to take 
us there; but for the four to be put 
to, and wait our coming out, that 
we might take an airing. We went 
there, and the firſt perſon who ſtruck 
upon my fight, like a ſtarry meteor 
reiulzent in the heavens, was Dr. 


Craw- 
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Crawford His eyes gazed penſively 


on me, and the tears involuntarily 
ſtarted into mine! — On our coming 
out of the church, and ſtepping into 
the coach, I ſaw him ſtanding, with 
folded arms and a dejected counte- 
nance, by the fide of my ſervant's 
horſe. He did not attempt to ſpeak; 


but he looked at me, as if he would 


ſay, Beware of the ill effects of a 
ce broken vow ! -I took no notice of 
this to my mother; but the moment 
we returned home I went into that 
very chamber from whence I was to 
have gone off with him, which was 
now become mine, and I gave looſe 


to an agony of grief. This was out 
laſt, 


L 79 1 
laſt, laſt interview and communice- 


tion of any kind whatever ! 


Ah! wherefore had my mother op- 
poſed this marriage ? — Had ſhe per- 
ceived any thing in her daughter's - 
diſpoſition that indicated mercenary 
views, or any views but thoſe that 
were compatible with real domeſtic 
felicity ? — Wherefore then croſs a 
firſt inclination ? — an inclination for 
a virtuous man, who, though un- 
adorned by wealth or titles, was 
formed to dignify both — a man who 
had received the education of a gen- 
tleman, and whoſe manners corre- 
ſponded with one. But in this in- 
ſtance my only ſurviving parent ated 

for 
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for the beſt: ſhe thought her daugh- 


ter was a match for any man of wealth 
and title, and that ſuch an attachment 


as this might be ſoon overcome. 


It was overcome, or rather lulled 
into forgetſulneſs by the whirl of con- 
{tent viciſſiruce. Several years paſſed 


without the idea of Crawford entering 


my mind; but when, from an 1ll- 
fated marriage, a long ſucceſſion of 
miſery had marked my days, my 
heart, like the wearied adventurer, 
travelling in queſt of happineſs, and 
diſappointed at laſt, ſought its firſt 


home, and from its dear-bought ex- 


perience, and the compariſon with 


other hearts, taught me to recollect 
1 that 


that I had once known a man in every 
reſpect its counterpart ! 


I have hitherto, in vain, endeavour ! 
ed to find out what became of him. 
have heard a vague account that he 
died ſhortly after this on his paſſage | 
to or from the Eaſt Indies, whither 
he went in conſequence of our fatal 


deſtiny. I am but too much inclined 
to credit it. Had he been alive in 
any quarter of the world, he would 
furely have heard of my misfortunes, 
and come to my relief; but an union 
with him would have been felicity, 
and I was born to a life of woe, 


O Crawford ! many are the tears 
VOL. 1. F that 
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that I have ſhed at the remembrance 


of my loſt happineſs with thee ! — 
Many are the times that I have de- 


! 


plored the loſs of that ſoul congenial 
with my own ; nor have I ever found 
a friend to ſupply it.— If thou art be- 
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come an inhabitant of the regions of 
eternal peace, look down, if thou 


canſt, upon the way-worn traveller, 
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who, though now overwhelmed in diſ- 


grace and infamy, might once have 


made thee happy, and ſhared with 


thee a life of innocence and virtue, 
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mutually prepared to meet the world 
to come. 
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Mr. Gooch, after ſtaying a few 


— 


weeks at Scarborough, joined me at 
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my mother's, from whence he went 
to Cheſterfield to bring my grand- 
mother to us, they both having pro- 
miſed to attend my lying: in. Soon 
after his return we took a houſe at 
York, where we lived in a conſtant 
round of thoughtleſs gaiety. 


The Inniſkilling regiment was quar- 
tered there. Several of its officers and 
their ladies viſited at our houſe. Lord 
Banff (who was one of them) was ſel - 
dom from it when we were at home, 
and of all my parties when I went 
out. I had ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe 
Lord Banff partial to me, but he never 
violated the friendſhip ſubſiſting be- 


tween himſelf and Mr. Gooch ſuffi- 
F 2 ciently 
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in his company ; but I can with truth 


ders to quit the town at a very ſhort 


(4 J 
ciently to tell me ſo. I was happy 


declare that no private intercourſe was 
ever held between us, although Mr. 
Gooch was pleaſed to hint to my mo- 
ther his ſuſpicions of the contrary. 
Had ſhe acquieſced in the idea, it 
might have ſpared Mr. Gooch the 
trouble of taking me to Bath, where 
a far leſs probable, and, in every ſenſe 
of the word, a leſs dangerous object 
was choſen as a proper ſubject for my 
ruin. 
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Lord Banff's regiment received or- 


notice. On the evening or its depar- 


ture I went to the play. I had not 
| been 
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19 
been there many minutes when the 
door of my box was opened, and to 
my great ſurpriſe Lord Banff came 
into it. He had attended the regi- 
ment to its day's deſtination, and had 
left it to return for a few hours to 
York, intending to rejoin it before 
the next morning's route. I cannot 
entirely appropriate this attention to 
my ſelf. Lord Banff did not come 
alone, but with a brother officer, Mr. 
Vevers, who was then engaged, and is 
ſince married $9 M:ſs Theodoſia An- 
derſon, with whom J was intimate, 


and u ho was likewiſe at the play. 


As ſoon as Mr. Gooch perceived 
Lord Banff he left the box, and went 
| F 3 into 
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into an oppoſite box, in which was 
Mrs. Hudſon, a handſome, gay wi- 
dow, then living at York. Had I 
been particularly intimate with Lord 
Banff, it would have been only a mat- 
ter of retaliation, Mrs. Hudſon's and 
Mr. Gooch's amours being ſtrongly 
ſuſpe&ed by every one but myſelf, 
as I was afterwards informed, 


A ball, intended to be given by 
that lady, was frequently announced, 
and as frequently put off, A few 
evenings before I was brought to bed 
I met her at a card aſſembly, and pro- 
poſed her coming home to ſup with 


me, which ſhe accepted. I went up 


ſtairs to change my dreſs, and, not 


finding 


4 
finding my maid in my apartment, 
returned ſomewhat haſtily into the 
dining room, where I had left Mrs. 
Hudſon and Mr. Gooch. I found 
her fitting on his knee. She aroſe 
inſtantly, and they both looked dif- 
concerted —I ſaid nothing, but fat 
down to the harpfichord. 


This is the laſt viſit that lady paid 
at my houſe ; but I had afterwards 
ſome reaſon to believe Mr. Gooch 
was very conſtant in his morning 


viſits to her. 


My mother and my grandmother 
ſoon after came to York to be with 
me during my confinement, which 

F 4 took 
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took place almoſt immediately. On 
the 2oth of February, 1776, I was 
delivered of my eldeſt ſon, William- 
Thomas. Mrs. Hudfon, alone igno- 
rant of an event which not only every 
one knew, but that the Minſter bells 
had announced, politely ſent a card of 
invitation to Mr, Gooch and myſelf, 
inviting us to her ball the next even- 
ing. I entreated Mr. Gooch not to 
go to it, He promiſed me that he 
would not. He ſlept in a room over 
mine, and we agreed that he ſhould 
each night, as he ſtepped into bed, 
knock on the floor, that I might hear 
him. About twelve that night he 
knocked as before ;. but I had little 
faith in his promiſe, and could not 
compoſe 


19 | 
compoſe myſelf to ſleep. I ſent my 
nurſe to him, (who had been ſent for 


from London to attend me, and was, 
like all other nurſes, facetious and 
familiar) deſiring he would come 
down ſtairs, that I wiſhed to ſpeak 
with him. The firſt meſſage did not 
ſucceed, and ſhe went again. Mr. 
Gooch, at length, obeyed the man- 
date: his hair was diſcompoſed from 
being newly dreſſed; his morning 
gown was thrown on, and his lace 
ruſſles were carefully tucked under 
the ſleeves, which, however, I ſoon 
diſcovered. 


The ſtate of danger I was in from 
having had an extreme bad time, and 


the 


[ 90 | 
the effe& this duplicity of his had 
upon me, were inſufficient to make 
him alter his reſolution, and he went 
to the ball. I heard the coach rum- 
bling over the ſtraw in the ſtreet, 
though it was prevented from coming 
into the court-yard. I recovered my 
lying-in. A great ſupper was given 
on the occaſion, and my two dear re- 


lations left me. 


I prevailed on Mr. Gooch to leave 
York, which he conſented to, and 
we took Sir William Milner's houſe 
at Nun - Appleton, near Tadcaſter, 


then vacant by the death of the late 
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out of my fight than ſhe was out of 
my mind, I had frequently Miſs 


galvin to ſtay with me, ſiſter to the 
beautiful Lady Webb, fince dead ; 
and we received and returned viſits in 
York and its neighbourhood. But of 
all my acquaintance, the one I pre- 
ferred was Mrs. Barlow, late Miſs 
Thornton, and ſiſter to the Colonel of 
that name. Mr. and Mrs. Barlow 
had hired the houſe at Allerton- Mau- 
leverer, which then belonged to my 
couſin, was fince bought and fold by 
the Duke of York, and is now called 
Thornville Royal, and the property 
of Colonel Thornton. The Colonel 
lived at that time at his houſe at 
Thornville, within two miles of Nun- 
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Appleton, and was frequently with 


us. Mr. Gooch appeared to be jea- 
lous of him, though I have no reaſon 
to think he had any grounds for it, 


I grew much attached to the place 
we inhabited. Muſic, reading, writ- 
ing, and riding out with Mr, Gooch, 
were my favourite amuſements ; of 
the latter, I was deprived in a few 
months, by being with child. I paſ- 
ſed, on the whole, a life not comfort- 
able; the only complaint I had to al- 


ledge againſt Mr. Gooch was his con- 
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tinually ſhutting himicif up in the 
ſtudy to recieve letters, and write to 
his family, without impazting the con- 
tents on either ſide to me. This was 

foreign 
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foreign to my ideas of domeſtic confi- 
dence, without which there cannot, I 
think, exiſt any domeſtic felicity. I 
was ſuſpicious of this correſpondence; 
I knew that Lady Gooch and Miſs 
Gooch were my enemies, and anxi- 
ouſly labouring to prejudice my huſ- 
band againſt me. The event has con- 
firmed that my ſaſpicions were but 
too juſtly founded. Sometimes, in- 
deed I received letters from them 
myſelf; but they were cold and con- 
ſtrained, and by no means of a na- 
ture to indicate friendſhip, and good 
wiſhes. 


Miſs Monckton and myſelf were 


very conſtant in our coreſpondence, 
few 


Ly 
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few days paſſed that we did not write 
to each other, and our letters contain- 


ed the journal of our different amuſe- 
ments and occupations. I ſincerely 
lamented the diſtance that ſeparated 
us, and warmly ſolicited her to come 
to me in Yorkſhire. The ill health 
of the General, and his extreme fond- 
neſs for her, prevented her leaving 
him, which ſhe promiſed, however, 
ſhe would do for a ſhort time, if ever 


he was better. 


My mother had, as I before men- 
tioned, been with me during my firſt 
confinement ; but for ſome reaſons ! 
do not exactly recollect (in which was 


not, however, any fault of my own) 
ſhe 


ſhe declined being with me the ſecond 
time. She came for a few days to 
Nun- Appleton about a fortnight be- 
fore I expected to be brought to bed. 


I was to take leave of her on the 
evening which preceded her departure, 
and never ſhall I forget this ſepa- 
ration between us, nor think on it but 
with ſtreaming eyes and a heart torn 
with the molt bitter anguiſh ! 


Mr. Gooch and myſelf conducted 
ber to her bedchamber, and then bade 
her farewell I retired to mine, and 
Mr. Gooch to his dreſſing room to un- 
dreſs, I was agonized with grief, 
and availing myſelf of his abſence, 


returned 
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returned into my mother's room. 1 


— 4 av” | 1 
1 3. 44 — — FR DD = _ of * 
n = 
x 


a l 
hes co 
_—_ 
_ 4 - 3 
= _ * 2 - - rn = i - 
— — 1 e bows \ 
- —- " x 
— — 4 * — — * 
. - - = ” 8 — 
- * —_ - —» __— =_ 
— — n — 
— "ru OI * 
? 
. 


found her fitting by the fire, and in 
tears. She aſked me if I was happy? 
Iran into her arms —I felt as if! 
was parting with her forever, and God 
knows how fatally my prediction has 
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been verified! Mr. Gooch came in, 


and immediately ſeparated us. He 


repreſented the ſituation I was in, and 
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for never have I beheld my mother 


ſince ; nor is there, I fear, a probabi- 


lity that I ſhall ever ſee her more 


Oh, my mother III ever this cata- 


log ue of griefs ſhould fall into your 
1 hands, 


4 


hands, if ever you condeſcend to 


read this book, recollect a moment 
that fatal night !—Conceive, if it be 
poſſible, the agonies I felt when, at 
day break the next morning, I heard 


your carriage in the Park under my 


window, and Mr. Gooch held me for- 
cibly in bed, that I might not go 
through ſuch another ſcene. O God 
of Heaven ! how freſh, and how bit- 


ter to remembrance, is the recollection 


of that cruel moment ! 


During the courſe of the day no- 
thing could diſſuade me from the idea 
of ſome misfortune having befallen her 
on the road, and I ſeized the oppor- 


tunity of a deer being killed to diſ- 


vol. I. G patch 
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patch a ſervant to York to overtake 
her there with a haunch of veniſon, 
She returned me by him a kind letter, 
and afſured me that ſhe was well, and 
going forward that evening to Biſhop- 
ton. This gave me great relief, and 
Mr. Gooch laughed at my ſuperſti- 


tion. 


I was ſoon after brought to bed of 
my ſecond ſon; and J cannot omit 
mentioning a circumſtance in which 
there was certainly ſomething ſingu- 
lar. I recovered ſurprizingly till the 
eleventh day, when I was ſeized with 
a fever and delirium ; theſe ſubſided, 
and left me ſo languid and weak as to 

keep me many days in bed, Mr. 
{08 Gooch 
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Gooch was, during that time, parti- 


cularly affectionate and attentive to 
me; yet I wiſhed earneſtly for death, 
and repeatedly told my nurſe ſo. She 
was the ſame who had attended me 
before ; and ſhe aſked me what could 
poſſibly make me defirous of quitting 
a life which, to her, appeared to pof- 
ſeſs for me every charm ?—I knew 
not <vby it was fo, yet I did wiſh it; 
and I beſought the Almighty, that 
whenever that awful moment ſhould 
arrive, I might meet it in the ſame 
manner, and with as little reluctance, 
as then awaited it !—But it pleaſed 
God to continue my life, and to ſigna- 
lize it by a ſeries of misfortunes, of 

G 2 which 
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which there are, I hope and believe, 
but few examples !— 


I had juſt recovered this illneſs, 
which had, it ſeems, endeared to me 
the child who was the cauſe of it, and 
whom I had called Henry, in me- 
mory of my departed couſin, Lord 
Galway—l had barely recovered it, 
when Mr. Gooch informed me that 
he had received letters from his fa- 
mily, then at Bath, requeſting that he 
would go there; that my confinement 
having prevented his attending his 
ſiſter's marriage with Mr. Methuen, 
he had promiſed, and certainly would 
viſit them now, and he deſired that I 
would 
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would go with him. I begged he 
would go alone, and leave me with 
the children in Yorkſhire ; he aſſured 
me we ſhould ſoon return there, and 
in this hope, with much reluctance, I 


complied. 


In a few days we took leave of the 
children, and after having left proper 
directions with his ſervants, ſet out on 


our journey. 


Our firſt vifit was to Mr. and Mrs. 
Methuen, at their houſe near Bath, I 
found her as much my friend as ever; 
But I belive ſhe was, for the firſt time, 
glad to ſee me, that ſhe might have 
an opportunity of diſplaying her new- 
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ly-· obtained wealth, and, as ſhe thought, 
of mortifying me. Her vanity was 


raiſed to the higheſt pitch, and ſhe 
exulted in her ſuperior fortune. 


After ſtaying with her a few weeks, 
we went to Sir Thomas's houſe in the 
Circus, Bath, where we were in the 
habit of feeing Mrs. Methuen almoſt 
every day; perhaps, had not this been 
the caſe, Lady Gooch and myſelf 
might have been ſorueu hat more coin- 


fortable together; but they never met 
that ſomething unpleaſant did not oc- 
cur among us; every thing I ſaid or 
did was miſconſtrued, and J was look- 
ed on with an eye of jealouſy in the 
family 
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family that I could neither account for 


nor overcome. 


I have been always fond of mufic 
in the extreme; and the idea that 
Bath would afford me an opportunity 
of cultivating my knowledge of it was 
the only pleaſant one I had formed in 
going there. Rauzzini, whom I had 
heard and admired in London, was 
then ſettled at Bath, and gave leſſons. 
I was very anxious to become one of 
his ſcholars : he was ſent for, and at- 
tended me every morning. As I never 
danced, the concerts, both public and 
private, were the only amuſement of 


which I partook with any pleaſure, 
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My mother had been for ſome time 


on a viſit to Lord and Lady Ducie, 
in the Ifle of Wight, where ſhe con- 
tinued. My uncle Melliſh was living 
with his family at Orleans. I had 
conſtantly heard from my mother, and 
written to her every week; but three 
had now paſſed without my receiving 
any anſwer to my letters. I was great- 
ly alarmed at her ſilence; and the 
more ſo, as I had written her an ac- 
count of my di agrecable ſituation at 
Bath, to which I felt ſure ſhe would 


attend. 


To my uncle Hallifax, the. phyſi- 
cian, I wrote on the fame ſubject. I 
received no aniwer from him, He 


has 
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has ſince aſſured me that he ſent an 
immediate one, deſiring I would ſet 
out directly for his houſe in London, 
where he would protect me againſt 
all my enemies. Had I received this 
invitation, I ſhould doubtleſs have 
ayailed myſelf of it ; but I never ſaw 
the letter to this hour, nor can I en- 
tertain a doubt of all thoſe addreſſed 


to me having been intercepted. 


Mr. Gooch informed me that his 
intention was to reſide at Bath, to give 
up Nun-Appleton, and to ſend for 
the children, I deteſted Bath, and 
often ſighed after the peaceful woods 
of Yorkſhire, but them I was to ſee 
no more! — I ſubmitted with the leſs 

4 reluc- 
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reluctance to this hard injunction, as 
I was to come of age the following 
June, and we were then, as I firmly 
believed, to take poſſeſſion of Edwin- 
ſtow, and to live there, I often fond- 
ly pictured to myſelf the happineſs 
that awaited me on my return to this 
my firſt, my long-loſt home! — Seve- 
ral of my mother's friends had pro- 
miſed me, many years before, that 
they would meet me there to cele- 
brate the day; and I hoped to find 
ſome of my father's old tcnants yet 
alive to welcome me. Theſe were 
the pleaſing ideas to which I had from 
childhood accuſtomed mylelf, and 
which in reality were the only ones I 


had formed of fortune. But when ! 
was 


14 

was juſt touching at the moment of 
this long - wiſhed, this firſt felicity, 
how cruelly, how baſely, how unjuſt- 


ly was it overthrown |! 


Theſe reflections would lead me 
too far—they would carry me beyond 
myſelf! —I muſt ſtifle them, and 
continue my narrative, 


All that I could obtain from Mr. 
Gooch was to leave Sir Thomas's 


houſe, and to take one to ourſelves, 
which he did. 


Lady Gooch's acquaintance all vi- 
ſited me, and I lived in conſtant diſſi- 
pation, Mr, Gooch was frequently 

at 
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at his father's — I went there but ſel- 


dom. Rauzzini attended me every 


morning as before. We had re- 
moved about a fortnight when Mr. 
Gooch ſent off Prior, his own ſervant, 
into Yorkſhire, to conduct the chil- 
dren to us, and his wife, who was 


their head nurſe. 


In © the Appeal“ 1 have ſtated 
what followed ; but as the Appeal 
may not have been ſo generally read 
as I flatter myſelf this book will be, 
and as it contains only the heads of 
my ſtrange ſtory, I truſt I ſhall ſtand 
excuſed to my readers for entering 


here into a full account of it. 


The 
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The day on which Prior ſet out for 


Nun-Appleton, to bring my children, 
I went with Lady Gooch to the pub- 
lic concert — Mrs. Blake and myſelf 
were walking arm in arm round the 
room between the acts. Rauzzini 
came up to us, and put a flip of paper 
into my hand, which I really con- 
ceived to be © a bill of fare“ for the 
evening's entertainment; but on look- 
ing at it I perceived it was in writing, 
and in French, without direction, 
date, or ſignature. I put it haſtily 
into my muff, and waited an oppor- 


tunity to read it; nor can I at this 


moment recollect whether or no I 
ſhewed it Mrs. Blake. She was juſt 
come from abroad, and underſtood 

French 
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French much better than I then did, 
and 1 think (but I cannot be ſure) 
that we read it together in the outer 
room; but of what I am perfectly 
ſure is, that the note contained no- 
thing more than an apology for his 
not being able to attend me the next 
morning, being obliged to go into 
the country; with an aſſurance, that 
he ſhould return time enough for the 
concert, and ſtay the ball, on purpoſe 
to have the pleaſure of ſeeing me 
there, 


The next morning Rauzzini came, 
contrary to my expectations, and gave 


me a leſſon: it was an Italian ſong, 


from the opera of Montezuma, in 


which 


E 

which I was taking great pains to 
perfect myſelf againſt the next ſub- 
ſeription concert. I took the note 
out of my pocket, and ſhewed it him 
—he wanted to have it ; but I, mean- 
ing to replace it there, let it fall to 


the ground. 


As ſoon as Rauzzini was gone I 
went up ſtairs, and my maid began to 
dreſs my hair. I heard Mr. Gooch 
come in and go out again. I felt in 
my pocket for the note, and miſſed 
it. J ſent my maid into the drawing 
room to look for it. She returned, 
and told me it was not to be found. 
Mr. Gooch had left word with the 
butler he ſhould dine at his father's: 


I was 


| 
| 
| 
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I was engaged to the concert, to take 


with me Miſs Eliza Matthew, noy 
Lady. Galway, 


It was ſtrange that fear, which al. 
ways tyranniſes over me, and is gene- 
rally the forerunner of ſomething bad, 
ſhould then lead me to ſuſpect that 
Mr. Gooch had found the note, and 
that ſome ill conſequences would en- 
ſue. I communicated my ſuſpicions 
to my own maid, to whom I was par- 
tial, but who now, for the firſt time, 
became my confidante. I defired her 
to come to me at the Rooms, to tell 
me if the had ſeen her maſter, and 
how he looked. At the appointed 
time Miſs Matthew called, and we 


went 


C 


went to the concert together. She 


muſt undoubtedly have perceived the 
agitation I was in; but I did not 
think it would be proper to mention 
to her the cauſe of it. Indeed it is 
impoſſible to expreſs what were my 
feelings! — Anxious and miſerable in 
the extreme, I endeavoured to aflume 
an air of compoſure, from which my 


mind was very far removed, 


I waited for an opportunity to ſpeak 
to La Motte, firſt violin, and Rauz- 
zini's friend. La Motte begged I 
would ſay nothing of it to him till his 
ſinging was over; neither could I 
find a moment to do ſo. But the 


next time he ſtood up it was eaſy to 
vol. I, H diſ- 
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diſcover from his countenance, and 
faultering voice, that La Motte had 
already appriſed him of it. 

When the concert was over, and 
the company dividing into parties for 
the ball, Rauzzini and La Motte came 
to me, and we conſulted on what was 
to be done. They thought it beſt for 
us to mention the circumſtance to 
Miſs Louiſa Kerr, with whom I was 
intimate, who was there, and who was 
alſo a ſcholar of Rauzzini's. She 
called Mr. Shirley, who, though born 
in Ireland, had every appearance of a 
foreigner, and was one of the King of 


Sardinia's guards, and we told it to 


him. 
| It 
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It was agreed among us all that we 


ſhould ſay it was written by him in a 
joke to Miſs Kerr, and that ſne had 
given it me to keep. I do not recol- 
ect who ſuggeſted this idea, but I am 
yery certain it was not myſelf : it 
was, however, ſettled, that if, in con- 
ſequence of the note, any diſagree- 
able explanation ſhould take place 
between Mr. Gooch and myſelf, I 
ſhould refer him to her. 


We were all apparently ſatisfied 
with this arrangement, and I felt 
much eafier, My maid ſoon after 
ſent for me into the outer room, and 
told me that her maſter was come 
home, evidently agitated and un- 


H 2 happy. 


| &: 

i happy. I returned into the ball room, 

| | where Miſs Matthew was dancing; 

| and on my telling her I wiſhed to re- 

[| turn home, ſhe made choice of ano- 

| ther married woman to chaperon her 
| | for the remainder of the evening. 

| 3 
4 I went immediately to my own i 2 
| ö houſe, where I found Mr. Gooch | 
| ; waiting ſupper for me. He received 

| me very coolly, and aſked me how 

| Rauzzini had ſang.,—T inquired if any 
thing was the matter with him.— He 

made a ſlight anſwer, and we went to b 
1 bed. | I 
| The next morning at breakfaſt, on 3 
| his behaving to me with uncommon 

reſerve, 


E 


reſerve, (for he had been certainly de- 
fired not to mention the affair to me) 
I aſked him with a trembling voice, 
which in vain I endeavoured to con- 
ceal, if he had not found, the prece- 
ding day, a note -l told him that it 
had been written, in a joke, by Mr. 
Shirley to Miſs Louiſa Kerr, and I 
referred him to her on the ſubje&t. — 
He ſaid he would call there, and 
went out. In a few hours I received 
a letter from him, telling me that he 
had been to Miſs Kerr's, and had ſeen 
Mrs, Kerr only, who had told him 
the truth, as her daughter had ſtated 
it, She was cruel enough to add, 
that I had wiſhed, by making her an 


H 3 accoins 
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accomplice with me, to ruin her as 


well as myſelf. 


Mrs. Kerr was fifter to Lord Ri. 
vers, but very unlike him in ſenti— 
ment and generoſity. She might have 
ſurely called on me herſelf, and as the 
mother of a family, ſhe ſhould have 
felt for mine !—She was convinced of 
her davghter's innocerce, (if guilt 
can be annexed to ſuch a circum- 
ſtance): ſhe might have attempted 
to make matters up between Mr. 
Gooch and myſelf, and by proper 
pains taken with him, in repreſenting 
the injuſtice done me, ſhe would have 
probably ſucceeded ; but I imagine 
Mrs, Kerr thought that one unfortu- 


nate 
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nate tranſgreſſion in her own family 
was not ſufficient to ſerve as an ex- 
ample for her daughters, 


The moſt rigid rules of virtue never 
yet proſcribed humanity ; and I am 
clearly of opinion, from that expe- 
rience which has taught me know- 
ledge, that the very ſevere are, in ge- 
neral, the authors of thoſe who fall. 


Were Mercy, that godlike attribute, 
held out with a lenient hand to fup- 
port the tottering ſteps of the daugh - 
ters of Indiſcretion, there are many, 
doubt it not, who would riſe ſupe- 
rior to their faults, and greatly ſupe- 


H 4 rior 
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rior to thoſe who have ſo raſhly con. 
demned them. 


| + But I had yo? fallen — I was per- 
| fectly innocent, and had never de- 
| viated from my duty to my huſband, 


excepting the having - received and 
kept this note could be deemed ſo; 
and I appeal to God, if ever it once 
. entered my head that I was doing any iſ £ 
thing that could poſſibly injure Miſs I 8 


N Kerr, or any human being II knew 
| the Gooches to be my implacable 
1 


enemies, and indefatigable in their 
labours after my ruin; I had, there- 


fore, nothing to hepe for, but through 
the channel of Mr. Gooch's ozwn heart, 
againſt the emotions of which, in my 

favour, 


ie 


favour, would be employed, I well 


knew, all that infamy and art could 
ſuggeſt. 

What was then in theſe few lines, 
that, without the moſt premeditated 


intention to deſtroy me, could poſſi- 
bly effect it? — I had never had the 
ſlighteſt intercourſe with Rauzzini, 
nor ever ſeen him but in public, and 
at thoſe hours when each morning 
he came to inſtruct me, when Mr, 
Gooch, company, or ſervants, were 
continually in the room, and had al- 


ways ſeen him or myſelf at the harpſi- 


chord. There could not have exiſted 
at thoſe times any improper familia- 


rity to have corroborated with the Y 


note. 
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note. I can even declare, that Rauz. 
zini had never manifeſted any partia- 
lity towards me; and that mine for 
him derived its ſource from my un- 
common love of muſic, which taught 
me to admire his fine talents with a 
degree of enthuſiaſm, of which the 


unfeeling mind is incapable. But in 


this my heart had no other ſhare : it 


was dwelling with delight on the idea 
that in a few days my children would 


be with me. 


Mr. Gooch, after relating to me 
what Mrs. Kerr had ſaid, proceeded 
to inform me, that as his family had 
diſcovered this proof of my INFAMY, 


they were determined on making the 
ſtory 
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ſtory public, and it was therefore be- 
come neceflary we mould part; that 
this being the caſe, he adviſed me to 
leave Bath inſtantly, and that fifty or 
a hundred pounds were at my ſervice 
to do ſo. 


This letter fell upon me like a 
thunderbolt, — Let me remind my 
readers that I was but twenty years of 
age; that I had been brought up by 
a ſevere parent; that I had never 
even read a novel; and that in the 
knowledge of the world I was as in- 
experienced as a girl of ten. My 


mind ſuggeſted to me nothing but 


deſpair, and to that T conſigned my- 
ſelf. Would to God I had poſſeſſed 


penetration 
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penetration or judgement enough to 

teach me, that I ought, in duty to 
' myſelf, to have inſiſted on being 
taken to my family. I had no reaſon 


to doubt that I ſhould be received at 


my uncle Hallifax's houſe ; but, as! 
before obſerved, no anſwer from him 
to my letter had ever reached me, 
and I had but ſeldom ſeen him fince 
my marriage; Mr. Gooch and bim- 
ſelf having never been on terms of 
intimacy or friendſhip. Mr. Gooch, 
too, having ſaid in his letter that all 
my relations had been written to on 
the ſubject of my miſconduct, would 
have frightened me, had I ever form- 


ed the idea of going among them, 
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At Bath I had an univerſal acquain- 
tance ; but not one on a friendly foot- 
ing to whom I could apply on this 


occaſion. 


I had no perſon to conſult with but 
my own maid. I ſent her, and all 
the ſervants by turns, to Sir Thomas's 
houſe, entreating Mr. Gooch to come 
to me, Sir Thomas's ſervants had re- 
ceived orders not to let in any of 
mine, They told me that Mrs. Me- 
thuen had been ſent for, and had, on 
her arrival, fainted away. Mrs, Me- 
thuen would have done better, had 
ſhe come to the aſſiſtance of her bro- 
ther's injured wife. I learnt the houſe 


in 


Tf 66 Þ 
in the Circus was in an uproar, and 
the ſervants all in confuſion, 


After I had, in vain, ſent many 
meſſages, I took my maid and went 
to Rauzzini's lodgings : he was not 
at home, and we waited for him about 
a quarter of an hour, He then came 
in with La Motte, who lived there 
alſo. I told them my ſituation, and 
| begged they would go immediately 
to Sir Thomas's houſe and vindicate 
me. This they refuſed to do, al- 
ledging the difference between our 
family and themſelves : dependent, 
as they were, on the Public, it was a 
liberty, they told me, they dared not 
take, and which, if they did, they 

ſhould 


it 


Ut 


BW 


ſhould probably have cauſe to repent 
of, In this they were right; for what 
could they do againſt the Gooches 
and their intcreſt ? — Had the note 
been written by any gentleman, (nay, 
I will ſay by almoſt any man), cer- 
tain it is, the treatment I experienced 
in conſequence of it would not have 
paſſed unnoticed ; but my enemies 
were well aware whom they had to 
deal with; and it was impoſſible for 
a more favourable object and oppor- 
tunity to be preſented, in order to 
coincide with their project of diſuni- 
ting Mr. Gooch and myſelf. 


Rauzzini and La Motte very pru- 
dently ſent my maid and me from 
4 their 
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their lodgings almoſt the inſtant they 


ſaw us. We returned home, where 


every ill awaited me. 


Early the ſame evening an open 
circulating card was left at my houſe, 
and the ſame ſent all over Bath. The 
contents were, “That an unfortunate 
cc affair having happened in Sir Tho- 
© mas Gooch's family, the ſubſerip- 
ce tion concert intended to be held 
& there on the following Saturday 


% was unavoidably poſtponed,” 


* 
* 


, 


It was eaſy to perceive the motive 


of {ending this haſty intelligence. It 


was done that no time ſhould be loſt 


in publiſhing my diſgrace, before Mt. 
Gooch 
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Gooch ſaw me, when pity might pro- 
bably plead my cauſe in his heart, 
and lead him to retract his promiſe 
of forſaking me. | 
p——  —C= 

Before night I received a note from 
Mr. Gooch, in which he gave me the 
choice of retiring to a remote part of 
England, or going into a convent in 
France. I perſiſted in my entreaties 
to ſee him. At length he came, ac- 
companied by his brother, Mr. John 
Gooch, ; 


He informed me that a letter had 
been ſent to Lady Ducie, in the Ile 
of Wight, requeſting her to mention 
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— — — — — 
a — * e n ä want a 


0 7 5 LIP ang 25 


them, and, on his relating what had 


HD 
the affair to my mother, and to tell 
her that I had rendered myſelf un- 


He told me alſo, that Sir Francis and 
Lady Sykes, whom I had ſome time 
expected, had arrived that evening at 
the Bear; that he had been with 


happened, they had ſet out again im- 
mediately for London. — I have deep- 
ly to lament, that, although Sir Fran- 
cis might not chuſe my couſin ſhould 
ſee me under fuch circumſtances, he 
did not inſiſt on doing ſo himſelf. 
Had this been the caſe, he would 
have known each circumſtance, and I 
ſhould have been doubtleſs ſpared; 
as I have been ſince aſſured by a gen- 

| tleman, 
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deman, who is by marriage allied 
to my father's family, that on Mr. 
Gooch's return to England, after ha- 


ving left me, when Sir Francis had 
heard more of the ſtory, he was 
greatly incenſed againſt him; but it 
was neceſſary to prevent his feeing 
me before I went away, and when he 
was made acquainted with the truth 
it was too late ! | 


It was ſettled that 1 ſhould go im- 
mediately to France, which I then 
preferred to remaining in England, if 
| can call the having given a prefer- 
ence, when I knew not what I was do- 
ing. I begged Mr. Gooch would go 
with me, which, with great difficulty, 
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J prevailed on him to promiſe. I res 


queſted that my maid might attend 
me : he firſt ſaid ſhe ſhould; then al- 
tered his mind, and determined that 
we ſhould 80 lone. B noh 
The idea of of my friend Miſs Monck- 
ton occured to me ; I judged of her 
feelings by my own. Had any dif- 
treſs ſurprized hey I ſhould have facri- 
ficed every conſideration, and flown'to 
her aſſiſtance, had ſhe been within the 


limits of my reach. If this had not 


been the. caſe, my fincere attachment 
would have urged me to follow, in 
idea, her fate, till I ſhould have be- 
come acquainted with it, and then 
moſt ſincerely ſhould I have ſympa- 

thized 
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rhized, and endeavoured to mitigate 
her ſuffetings, had ſhe even brought 
them on herſelf.—Imprefſed with the 
certainty of what would be Miſs 
Monckton's anxiety,” I wrote her 2 
few incoherent lines, aſſuring her I 
would ſeize the firſt opportunity to 
inform her what became of me. I 


recommended my maid to her protec» 
tion, to whom J gave the letter, and 
begged ſhe would recommend her to 
a place, 


We paſſed a diſmal night in packing 
up a few neceffary things. We were 
in mourning for the Dowager Lady 
Gooch, Sir Thomas's aunt, conſe» 


quently many changes of dreſs were 
I 3 not 
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not wanted. All my coloured clothes, 
my diamonds, and other ornaments, 


were left behind. el, end erat 


At four the next morning, which 
happened on the 24th of December, 
1778, when a deep ſnow lay on the 
ground, a hired poſt chaiſe came to 
the door, among the lamentations of 


my ſervants. As I paſted through 


the hall I had the bitter ſatisfaction 


to ſee them all in tears, and to hear 
them praying God to bleſs me !—] 
was too much affected to ſpeak, 1 


kifſed the maids, and ſhook hands 


with the men. Mr. Gooch hurried 


me into the chaiſe, and followed him- 


ſelf. We never ſtopped till we reach- 


ed 
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ed Dover, excepting to change chaiſes; 
Mr. Gooch not chufing to take a car- 
riage of our own, nor a jobb, for fear 


of being purſued by any of my family. 
He-betrayed great anxiety and appre- 
henfion that the ſtory ſhould have got 
wind, and that ſome of them might 


follow us. 


There was not, however, any thing 
to apprehend from that quarter; my 
relations were all diſperſed, and igno- 
rant of my fate; and when they did 
become acquainted with it, they con- 
tinued to repoſe on beds of down, 
unmindſul of the, thorns, the ſharp- 
pointed thorns of which was compoſ- 


ed my pillow ! 
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We went to the moſt unfrequented 
inns on the road; nor. did we even 
change chaiſes in London, but a few 
miles on the Dover fide of it. As 
ſoon as daylight appeared we had the 
blinds drawn up, and Mr. Gooch 
gave directions wherever we ſtopped, 
that if inquires were made they ſhould 
ſay they had not ſeen us. 

Thus was I baſely traduced, and in- 
famouſly ſacrificed !—But wherefore 
was it ſo?—Were there no grounds 
for it on my ſide? Was there no hid- 
den motive on theirs? — Les, there 
was a motive; and I am writing, as] 
before ſaid, not to hide my faults, but 


to expoſe them, and to hold up the 
mitror 
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mirror of truth; yet while I am con- 


demning myſelf where I deſerve it, I 
will certainly vindicate myſelf where 
I ought, | 


Mr. Gooch had for ſome years 
made a practice of offering his hand 
to the different heiteſſes, who caſually, 
like myſelf, viſited Bath in its ſeaſon, 
He had been refuſed by many, and it 
was on my devoted head the lot was 
to fall !—Was it their perſons, their 
hearts, or their fortunes, to which Mr. 
Gooch aſpired ?—Ah ! let me not be 
ſevere let me not, in order to ex- 


tenuate my errors, be guilty of a vile 
talſhood !—I never uttered one in my 
life with an intention to deceive, and 
| ſurely 
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ſurely I would not now, to calumniatel 
— But let me call to witneſs” that 
Power, the inviſible ſearcher of all 
hearts, and to whom all ſecrets are 
known, whether I have not cauſe to 
account for my baniſhment from 


home and ſociety, and the diſlike that 
Lady Gooch and Miſs Gooch had ever 


ſhewn me! 


Lady Gooch had been the wife of 
a decayed merchant in the city, of the 
name of Birtles, whoſe broken for- 


tunes had obliged him to go to India, 


Hedied, as I have been informed, either 
on his paſſage or arrival there. His 
widow, bereft of him, and of ſupport, 


found means to be introduced into 
Sir 
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Sir Thomas Gooch's houſe in Suffolk! 
Lady Gooch was dead, and Mise 
Gooch was too young to do the hon- 
ours of it. Mrs. Birtles was ſoon af - 
ter eſtabliſhed there, as her governeſs 
and companion. She poſſeſſed youth, 
beauty, accompliſhments, and a great 


deal of art. She ſoon gained an af- 
cendancy over the young mind of 
Miſs Gooch, whom ſhe found no dif- 
ficulty to perſuade that it was hurtful 
to her character to continue in a houſe 
where there were ſo many young men, 
and of which the maſter was not ſuf- 
ficiently old to eſcape cenſure. A 
marriage into this family was her aim; 
bu to marry my Mr. Gooch was im- 
Poſſible on the ſcore of intereſt —Miſs 
I | Gooch 


1 149 J 
Gooch, terrified at the idea of loſing 
her companion, conſulted with Jin, 
and they went on their knees to theit 
father, beſeeching that he would 
marry her himſclf. Sir Thomas wa; 


a weak but well meaning man, and 
Mrs. Birtles became Lady Gooch. 


Mr. Gooch, the preſent Sir Tho- 
mas, could never be perſuaded to ap- 
prove this marriage. Mrs. Gooch 
(who alſo was an heireſs) was as much 
diſliked by the family as I was; 
but ſhe was fortunate in poſſeſſing to 
entirly the aflections of her huſband, 
that ſhe had nothing to fear from be- 
ing ſacrificed to the caprice of his 


ſtep· mother and his ſiſter. Indeed 
they 
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they lived entirely out of their way; 
the late Sir Thomas having given up 
Benacre to them, where they have 
continued ever fince, beloved by each 
other, and reſpected by every one. I 
had never the ſatisfaCtion to ſee them, 
as they were on ill terms with the fa- 
mily. A polite letter we received on 
our marriage from Sir Thomas (then 
Mr. Gooch) was at once the com- 
mencement and the end of my ac- 
quaintance with them, 


Mrs. Birtles had gained her wiſh, 
and ſoon over-ruled the family, of 
which ſhe was become the head, Her 


will in it was an univerſal law, and 
whatever ſhe diſliked became hateful 
| to 
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to all. She would, I am well con. 
vinced, have taken an averſion to any. 
young perſon who had come into it 
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under the circumſtances I did. As 
ſoon as my fortune was fecured, it was 
time to diſpoſe of my perſon, for do- 
ing of which there waited only a pte. 
tence, and the moit trivial one was ſufs 


ficient. 


We were now on the road to France, 
We reached Dover late in the even- 
ing. Mr Gooch hired a packet to 
ourſelves, and we failed immediately. 


During our journey he was very at- 


tentive, and even affectionate to me. 


He 
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He cndeavoured to reconcile me to 
what he called a neceſſary ſeparation, 


but talked much of our ſettling and 
being happy at Edwinſtow, when this 
affair ſhould be blown. over. 


We landed at Calais about noon on 
the following day, and went to the 


Lion d'Argent, then Kept by Payne; 
who has now the York Houle at Do- 
ver. Here we dincd, and a piece of 
= muſlin that I had brought with me 
ba ing been ſeized at the cuſtom houſe 
no on our arrival, Mr. Gooch weat there 


to endeavour to have it reſtored. 


He left me fitting at the table, with 
my back to the door, abſorbed in 


ſtrange 
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| ſtrange and unconnected reſlectiom 
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I was rouſed from them by the ap. 
pearance of a frightful figure, which, 
ſtanding cloſe by me, had already be. 
gan, as well as I could underſtand, 
to compliment me, and aſk me for ; 5 
mopey.— I ſcreamed out, and beg. 
ged of him, in broken French, to 
leave me. Mr. Gooch came in, and 
found me frightened almoſt into fits 
which the ſtate of my mind did not 
keep me far from. He told me that the 
creature I had ſeen, and could com- 


pare to nothing, was a capuchin. He 
rang the bell, and gave orders that he 
ſhould not be admitted any more. 


a - 


Mr. Gooch hired, for the next 
morning 
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morning, an Engliſh chariot and pair 
of horſes, which he agreed to keep at 
a guinea a day. He alſo took an in- 
terpreter. We left Calais as ſoon as 
the gates were opened, and reached St. 
Omer juſt before the clofing of theirs. 
Mr. Gooch left me at the inn, and 
went out to make ſome inquiries re- 
ſpecting the convents; but he told 
me, at his return, that they were over- 
run with Engliſh, and he wiſhed me 


to be where there were none, 


The next day we proceeded to Lille, 
but arrived at the outſide of the gates 
juſt after the bridges had been drawn 
vp. We were under the neceffity of 
taking up our night's lodging in a 
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wretched houſe oppoſite to where the 
carriage had been ſtoped in its pro- 
greſs ; this houſe had more the ap- 


pearance of a den for cutting of throats 


than of an aſylum for the wearied tra- 
veller to find repoſe. Mr. Gooch re- 


lated to me ſeveral incidents of which 


he had heard in the more remote parts 


of France, where travellers had been 


reduced to theſe neceſſities, and were 


never more heard of. 


After we had made a miſerable 
meal, we laid down in our clothes on 
a bed that correſponded with the reſt; 
the ſervant we had hired at Calais lay 
on a table at our door, with the pil- 


tols on it. 
The 
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The next morning we were the firſt 
paſſengers who? eroſſed the bridges. 
We went into Lille, and to the Hotel 


de Bourbon. It was New-year's Day 


The waiters were all running to us 
with preſents of oranges and different 
things, for which I found they ex- 
pected, and did receive, a pecuniary 
reward. It was indeed to we a fatal 
New-year's Day, for 1t uſhered in 
with the year 1779 a long ſucceſſion 
of woes, which began, bur, alas! did 
not cloſe with it! 


They gave us poſſeſſion of the beſt 


room in th houſe, *at twelve livres a 


day; it was the ſame, they ſaid, that 
had been inhabited by the Duke and 
k 2 Ducheſs 
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Ducheſs of Cumberland. It appeared 
rather extraordinary that we, as well 
as thoſe great perſonages, ſhould have 
our beds in the dining room; for in it 
were two very large ones of crimſon 
ſtuff, trimmed with yellow to look like 
gold. 


We remained there about a week. 
I ſtood every day at the window, ſtar- 
ing with inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment at 
the ſtrange things I beheld, I had 
heard but little of France, and every 
object I ſaw filled me with ſorrow and 
ſurprize. It was altogether ſo different 
from England, fo very widely different 


from whatever I had ſeen or conjec- 


tured, that I ſometimes doubted, while 


I com- * 
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I compared the changes that ſurround- 
ed me, whether I was really ſtill an in- 
habitant of the ſame world to which I 
had been hitherto accuſtomed ! _ 


Mr. Gooch began to talk of leaving 
me. He had ſeen a Madame Capron, 
a dealer in lace, who had recommend- 
ed to him a convent, where 1t was 
agreed I ſhould be placed. 


[ went with him and this Madame 
Capron to ſee the convent. The mo- 
ment the Superior appeared at the 
gate, I was flruck with horror! The 
gloom of the priſon, (for I can call a 
convent by no other name) the un- 
healthy and. ghaſtly countenances of 
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Mr. Gooch at ſeeing me fo much af. 
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the nuns, and their ſepulchral dreſs, 


added not a little to the confuſed ſtate 


of my mind, and I burſt into tears.— 


tected, was viſibly ſo himſelf : he aſk- 
me if I ſhould prefer his taking a pri- 
vate lodging for me, which I begged 
he would, and he hired one the next 
morning at the houſe of Boudin, an 


apothecary on the Grande Place. 


The hair dreſſer recommended to 
him two ſervants, whom he alſo took 
for me; a man who ſpoke a little 
Engliſh, and a maid who did not. 


Mr. Gooch ſtaid two days with me 
in this lodging, and on the evening 


of 


1 
of the laſt endeavoured to reconcile 
me to his geparture on the following 
morning. I recieved this information 
with a burſting heart; for, however 
1 night have been prepared that he 
ſhould leave me, I could not ſupport 
the idea of our approaching ſepara- 
tion. I implored him not to go—He 
aſſured me, upon his honour, that he 
would only return to England to put 
his affairs in a proper train of ſet- 
tlement, that he might join me 
abroad, where it would be neceſſary, 
both on his own account and mine, 
that we ſhould remain for ſome time, 
On my expreſſing a dread that his 
tamily would urge him to alter 


his reſolutions, he ſwore that if he 
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found it neceſſary to give up the one 


or the other, he wound renounce his 
family, but never forſake his wife or 


his children. * 


Under theſe aſſurances, I found my 
mind a little (and, God knows, it was 
but a little !) more at eaſe, We pal 
ſed the night in mutual tears, and the 
next morning at five o'clock, as ſoon 
as the gates were opened, I heard his 
carriage at the door. I became in- 
ſtantly deprived of reaſon, and it was 
ordered back again till the next; it 
then returned more ſucceſsfully—Mr, 
Gooch gave me thirty louis d'ors, and 
left me for ever! 


To 
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To the few who poſleſs feeling 


minds I now alone addreſs myſelf. Put 
rourſelves in idea, for a few moments, 
in ny fituation !— So young, ſo inex- 
perienced, never from a parent's or a 
huſband's eye, to be thus launched 
into the wide world, in a foreign 
country, alone and unprotected, with- 
out one acquaintance, one adviſer, 
my family and friends / prejudiced 
againſt me, do you, can you wonder 


that now indeed I fell ? 


Mr. Gooch did not leave the room 
without difficulty, as I held him by 
his coat till he tore himſelf from me. 
I threw myſelf on the bed he had juſt 


left, and when I aroſe, a horror, nearly 
| allicd 
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allied to madneſs, ſeized me. The 


force of religion awed me, and J knelt 
down, and earneſtly beſought of God 
to protect and ſupport me !—lan a fey 
hours I ſent for Madame Figuet, the 
miſtreſs of the Hotel de Bourbon, | 
told her that I would give ten louis to 
any man whom ſhe would fend off im- 
mediat-<ly to St Omer, with a letter! 
had already written, as I knew Mr, 
Gooch was to ſleep there that night, 
But I could not perſuade the unfeeling 
wretch to do ſo. Mr, Gooch had 
defired her to ſupply me with provi- 
fions, and whatever was neceſſary, and 
as he had given at his departure two 
guineas among the ſervants, ſhe proba- 


bly thought it would be more for her 
intereſt 
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jntereſt that I ſhould remain as I was. 
ft is poſſible, too, that he had defired 
her not to ſend, in caſe I ſhould re- 


require it, for ſhe was the only perſon 


chat I knew, and conſequently could 


apply to. She endeavoured to com- 
poſe me by aſſuring me that Mer. 
Gooch had told her he ſhould return 
in a fortnight, and this I fondly and 
greedlly believed. 


For many days I took no ſuſte- 
nance, and was ſoon confined to my 
bed. She procured me the atten- 
dance of Monſ. Savarin, a phyſician 
at Lille; but the moſt healing balm 
for my ſad wound was adminiſtered 
by the affectionate letters I received 


from 
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from Mr. Gooch. He wrote to me 
from St. Omer, from Calais, from 
Dover, and immediately after his a. 
rival in London, before he had ſeen 
any one. Every thing that was moſt 
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comfortable, theſe letters contained 
every expreſſion of regard was re- 
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peated every promiſe was renewed, 


Mr. Gooch had defired me not to 
write to my family till he had ſeen 
them, when he ſaid it would be more 
eaſy for him to effect their forgetfyl- 
neſs of the paſt : to Miſs Monckton, 
however, I frequently wrote, and was 
equally aſtoniſhed and hurt at not 
hearing from her, 
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Mr. Gooch, before he left me, 
hired a harpſichord for my uſe; and 
as I had long wiſhed to perfect my- 
ſelf in the Italian, he engaged a Ca- 
puchin to inſtrut me whom Boudin 


W had recommended to him. 


This Capuchin was chaplain to the 
Royal Bavarian regiment, then quar- 
tered at Lille. The Elector was late- 
ly dead, and the officers were to have 
a magnificent repreſentation of his fu- 
neral, to pray for the repoſe of his ſoul. 
The Capuchin offered to procure me a 
ticket, without which no perſon could 
be admitted. The Colonel had the 
politeneſs to bring me one; but as I 
bad aſſured Mr. Gooch I would not 

I receive 
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receive viſits from any gentlemej 


whatever, I was terrified at his appex. 
rance, and received him with ſo much 
coolneſs, that he did not attempt to 


returns 


As I had been told that none but 
the firſt people could attend this ce. 
remony, and as I zvas in mourning, | 
made no ſcruple to go there. 1 knen 
that ſome Engliſh women of faſhion 
were at Lille, and I had no doubt but 
they would, as ſoon as they ſaw me, 
favour me with their ſanction and 
protection. I was fo well aſſured in 
my own heart of my perfect inno- 
cence, that I had not once ſuſpedted 


the character in which I appeared, 
But 
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zut I had not been many minutes in 


the church before all my country- 


women proved to me what I had to 


expect from them — an impertinent 


vulgar ſtare was all they beſtowed on 


me, and I returned home filled with 


confuſion and diſguſt. 


The next day my milliner told me 
that Lady Charlotte Ratcliffe had aſ- 
ſured every body I was an impoſtor, 
for that I was at Bruffels with Mr. 


Gooch: ſhe pretended to have re- 


ceived this intelligence in a letter 


from Lady Dowager Tyrconnell. — 


stung at their conduct towards me, 


and this infamous report, sI wrote 
Lady Charlotte ſuch a letter as I 
4 thought 
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thought ſhe deſerved; to which her 
Ladyſhip did not think proper to 
reply. 


I was fitting one morning at my 
ſolitary breakfaſt, when Monſ. Bou- 
din, my landlord, came into my 
room, and preſented me a card, which 
had been jult brought by a gentleman 
who was, he ſaid, very anxious to ſee 
me. There was written on it“ M 
«« Semple, Officier Anglais.” —I knew 
no ſuch perſon, and gave Monl. Bou- 
din a ſtrict charge not to let him in, 
if he attempted a ſecond time to viſt 
me. I not only remembered my pro- 
miſe to Mr. Gooch, but I had not 


the leaſt inclination to become c- 
quainted 


6 


quainted with any man whatever. 
The next morning, about the ſame 
hour, Mr. Semple walked into my 
room without any ceremony, eſcorted 
by Monſ. Boudin, I felt very much 
offended at this liberty taken with 
me, and the more ſo, as I was not 
even drefled. Mr. Semple apologiſed 


for his viſit and intruſion, enumerated 


all his Engliſh acquaintance at Lille, 
proffered me his ſervices, and did not 
leave me till he had obtained my per- 
miſſion to drink tea with me the 


{ame evening. 


| was pleaſed to hear an Engliſh 
voice, and I continued to receive Mr. 
Semple's viſits for ſome weeks on the 
vol. 1, 1. foot- 


= 


footing of a flight acquaintance, but 


nothing more. 


I have already mentioned that Mr, 
Charles Melliſh, my uncle, had been 
for ſome time ſettled with his family 


at Orleans. I wrote to him, and di- 
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whether my letter would find him: 
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the purport of it was, to inform him 


* — 


SG 


* hy 1 
* of my fituation, and to beg he would i 
1 receive me at his houſe there. In a 4 


few days 1 was agreeably ſurpriſed at 
receiving not only an anſwer, but a 
very kind one. My uncle ſaid, that 
as he had heard nothing of the affair 
I mentioned, it had given him much 


uneaſineſs; that he would do any 
1 thing 
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1 
thing u his power to ſerve Mr, 
Gooch and myſelf, or to aſſiſt either, 
but that he could not be a party in fo 
nice an affair. He added, that it had 
been his intention to ſet out for Eng- 
land in a few days, but my letter had 
determined him on doing ſo imme- 
diately; that he would ſtay only one 
day in Paris to procure a paſſport, 
and would then haſten directly to 
Lille. 


1 had ſhortly after this the happi- 
neſs to ſee my uncle: he expreſſed, 
and 1 am ſure felt, much concern to 
find me in that fituation ; but he 
would not comply with my requeſt of 
taking me with him to England. At 
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this I have often wondered fince. Mer, 


Melliſh's enlightened underftanding, 


and thorough knowledge of the world, 
muſt ſurely have pointed out to him 
the danger I was in ; yet he thought 
it beſt to go alone, to ſee Mr. Gooch 
and my relations, and then to endea- 
vour, as he ſaid, to bring all to : 
happy concluſion, 


Yet how could my uncle avoid 
foreſeeing that, during that interval 
of time, it was almoſt impoſſble ! 
could be able to avoid falling into 
{ome of the ſnares which ſurrounded 
me, and particularly as he had ſeen at 
my lodgings this Mr, Semple, who 
was ſurely well ſkilled in the arts of 

ſeduc- 
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ſeduction ?- On the day of his leave- 
ing Lille he wrote me a few lines to 
caution me againſt this only acquain- 
tance I had made, — He muſt have 
perceived that he was likely to gain 
an aſcendancy over me, yet this was 
inſufficient; and for a few worldly 
prejudices, comparatively trifling to 
my ſituation, this uncle, whom I ever 
tenderly regarded, and confidered as 
the repreſentative of my father, aban- 
doned, to the moſt deplorable fate, 
the niece who loved him, and who 
was all that remained of a brother 
whole memory he profeſſed to re- 


vere | 


Mr, Melliſh went to England, and 
L 3 left 
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left me a devoted victim to the haſe 


artifices and machinations of man- 


kind. 


The next packet brought me a 
letrer rom Mr. Gooch, marked Bath, 
I opened it with delight and precipi— 
tation — but, alas! what a letter did 


it turn out! 


The firſt word was “ Madam, 
(very different from the beginning of 
all thoſe I had received from him.) 
He informed me that he had found 
the children ſafely arrived at Bath, 
and that they were well; and then 
proceeded to tell me, that, in conſe- 

| quence 


Wn 
quence of various reports circulated 
againſt me fince our leaving Bath, 
his family and himſelf had determined 
that he ſhould live with me no more, 
or, if ever he did, it muſt be after 
two or three years paſſed, on my fide, 
in a ſtate of contrition and repentance 


abroad. 


Every contending paſſion now took 
poſſeſſion of me: they were ſoon re- 
duced into one, and that was reſent- 
ment. To add to it, the next packet 
brought me letters from my family, 
expreſſive of their pity for Mr. Gooch, 
and their anger againſt me. I re- 
ceived one at the ſame time from Ge- 
ncral Monckton : he told me that his 
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daughter had given all my letters to 
him, and that, as I muſt now know 
the character I bore in the world, I 
could not wonder at her declining 


any farther correſpondence with me. 


The General mentioned to me the 
great regard he had borne my father, 
which he ſaid urged him to ſolicit 
me not to continue at Lille, a place 
ſo remarkable for the number of of- 
ficers continually in garriſon there, 
and who were of a country ſo much 


diſtinguiſhed for its gallantry.) 


My uncle Hallifax upbraided me 
for not coming to his houſe, as he 
had deſired me; and alledged my 


not anſwering his letter and invita- 
tion 


— 169 J 
tion (which God knows I never ſaw 


to this hour !) as a proof of my guilt. 
— My mother, too, reproached me 


with my filence to her, ata time when 
[ was labouring under anxiety at hers. 
— They all joined in defiring I would 
go into a convent ; but al/ this deter: 
mined me on going home no more — 
wrote to Mr, Gooch that my reſo- 
lution was fixed on that head, after 
the moſt mature deliberation ; but 
that if he would bring the children, 
and join me abroad, all might yet be 
well, He refuſed to do this. Many 
letters expreſſive of anger were ſent 
me by my relations; and then, but 
not till then, Mr. Semple, by tri- 
umphing over my fituation and my 


weakneſs, 
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weakneſs, reduced me to a level with 
the moſt unfortunate claſs of human 


beings! 


Why did not my mother, inſtead 
of writing, come to me? -Was there 
any thing ſo tremendous in the Dover 
Channel as to counterbalance her 
fears and her conſideration for ber 
only child? 

Were a dog of my mother's, or 
indeed the leaſt of all God's crea 
tures, in diſtreis, I would fly, it ! 
knew that it was ſo, to its relief; yet 
they all for ſook mr !—They wrote to 
me indeed; but letters were long in 


arriving, and when they did arrive, 
had 
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had they been even friendly ones, 


how many days paſſed before I could 
receive them ? and in the number of 
thoſe days were many hours, every 
one of which brought opportunity 
and temptation to reſiſt them, as I 
could gat have done in the preſence 


of my mother! 


But it was ordained that I ſhould 
be facrificed. The ſtroke indeed was 
not aimed at my hfe—Ah ! would to 
God it had! for I might now be 
happy, and in Heaven; but it was 
fatal to my peace of mind, while I 
dwelt on earth — it was the wreck of 
ALL my happineſs below — and I 


have bcen ever fince the loſt creature 


whom 
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ple by the world in general, that it is 


Vw 


whom every one deſpiſes, and for 


whom no one 1s intereſted ! 
So much has been ſaid of Mr. Sem. 


unneceſſary for me to make any com- 
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ments on his conduct, the tenor of 
which, towards myſelf, I had rather 
paſs over in filence, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that, having had ſome reaſon 
to repent my acquaintance with him, 
I forbade the continuance of his vi- 
ſits; and that after Mr. Semple, to- 
gether with a Mr. Brown, an Iriſh 
clergyman, had been condemned to 
be hung, and were hung in efhgy at 
Lille, for killing unfairly, in a duel, 
a Mr. Saunderſon, a very young gen- 


tleman 


Wi 


tleman on his ſtudies there, Monf. 
Boudin ſecreted him, unknown to me, 
in the houſe, and he entered my bed- 
chamber in the middle of the night. 
ran to my window, and called the 
guard, which was the next door to 
me, and Mr. Semple eſcaped through 
the back part of the houſe. 


The good-natured Engliſh, who re- 
fided in Lille, gave out that the quar- 
rel with Mr, Saunderſon had origi- 
nated in my apartment. The Com- 
mandant of the town ſent to me a 
Major de Place to be informed of the 
truth from myſelf. 


Not being able at that time to make 


myſelf 


— 274 ] 
myſelf properly underſtood in French, 


and at a loſs to comprehend what this 
“ man in office” meant, I ſent to Mr. 
Chace, with whom I was not in the 
leaſt acquainted, but who was an Eng. 
liſh gentleman reſiding at Lille, to 
requeſt he would inform them that 
neither Mr. Saunderſon nor Mr. Brown 
had ever been in my company, or at 
my houſe; nor any other perſons but 
Mr. Semple, and Mr. Kinlock, a very 
young gentleman, (whom he had in- 
troduced to me) and whom they had 
unfortunately involved in this fad af. 


fair. 


Not a day now paſſed wherein I did 
not receive letters from the officers at 


Lille, 


— 
ua we — 


1 
Lille, nor a night on which I was not 
honoured with ſerenades under my 
windows. They had inquired about 
me, and from all they had learned 
formed conjectures ſo far removed 
from the truth, that they confidered 
me as lawful prey, and as ſuch they 
addreſſed me. Their parades, and 
their charming muſic, every day ex- 
hibited on the Grande Place, where 
| have already ſaid I was lodged, drew 
me conſtantly to my windows, from 
whence they had an opportunity of 
ſeeing me, and of being confirmed in 


their ideas. 


ſoon after received a note, brought 


me from the Hotel de Bourbon: it 
came 


1 


came from a Mr. H 


„who men. 
tioned: his being acquainted with my 


mother, and having met me frequent. 
ly at Lady Ramſden's in Yorkſhire, 
It contained a requeſt that he might 


6 


viſit me. I remembered the name, 


4 4. — 
LO * * 


but not the perſon. I was at that 
time ignorant there exiſted ſuch 2 
character as Mr. H 


impoſſible I could divine it. I found 


's, and it was 


that he was but little acquainted with 
the Engliſh at Lille, but I eafily con- 


ceived that to be a matter of his own 


choice, after the ſpecimen I myſelf 
had had of them; but J was little 


aware of the motives that Engliſhmen 


had for ſhunning his acquaintance. 


Mr. 
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Mr. H viſited me frequently: 
he was an entertaining and well- in- 
formed companion; he ſupplied me 
with whatever money J wanted to re- 
deem my watch and rings, which 
Madame Fiquet, as ſoon as I wanted 
ſome, had pledged ; and I ſoon made 
him my confidant, and conſidered him 
my friend. I was inclined to do this, 
not only as the drowning man catches 
at a ſtraw, but becauſe he never talked 
to me of love, and I therefore con- 
ceived him a difintereſted one. — Mr, 
H—— was, unfortunately, the moſt 
dangerous acquaintance 1 could have 
formed: hacknied in the ways of the 
world, his whole bufineſs and plea- 
ſure conſiſted in forming intrigues for 


vob. 1. M others, 


C 93 
others, and when he had once effected 
theſe, he diverted himſelf with eres. 
ting ruptures, and ſetting on foot ney 
ones. He ſtrengthened my reſolution 
of going home no more, and painted 


CTY PP OI A A TITTY * 


in gaudy colours the pleaſures of l. 
berty and of living in France, He 
repreſented to me, that; after my ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Semple, it was 
impoſhble for me to think of ever 
living with Mr. Gooch: again, or of 
ſeeing my family. He expatiated on 
the folly of ſhutting myſelf up, while 
IT might enjoy the moſt agreeable ſo- 
ciety, unreſtrained by ſeverity, uncon- 
trolled by advice. | 


He prevailed on me, after many 
entreaties, 


G 9 1 
entreaties, to go with him to the play, 


where he introduced to me a French 
officer. He was a handſome man; 
his uniform was white, with pink cuffs 
and lappels, and he wore an enormous 
muff, that looked as if it might occa- 
ſionally ſerve him for a bed. I ad- 
mired him, were it only for the no- 
velty of his appearance — he looked 
like a pretty trinket for a watch. Mr. 
H—— engaged him to ſup with us 
at my lodgings, and Monſ. Du Buq 
became my profeſſed admirer, 


Every morning I received notes or 


letters from him, written in ſo fine a 
hand, that J lamented my inability to 
read them, and began to ſtudy the 

M 2 French 
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French language with ſuch unremit. 


ting attention, that in a ſhort time ] 
was perfectly miſtreſs of it. The 
rapid progreſs I made each morning 
aſtoniſhed Monſ. Du Buq, who came 
daily after dinner to read and write 
with me, and then attended me to the 
play. He profeſſed a violent affec- 
tion for me, and I believed it, He 
was a French American, from the 


iſland of St. Lucia, and a lieutenant 


in the foot regiment of Anjou. Re- 
mittances, he told me, did not come 
from America with any regularity, 
and I divided with him every ſhilling 
J poſſeſſed. Mr. H 
very anxious that I ſhould mary 
Monſ. Du Buq, if a divorce from Mr. 

Gooch 


appeared 


i 101 ] 
Gooch could be obtained, which he 


adviſed me to ſolicit, and which I 


accordingly did. 


About this time Mrs. Watkins 
came to Lille, and Mr. H, who 
had long known her, introduced us 


to each other. We ſoon formed an 
intimacy, and were ſeldom aſunder. 
Mrs. Watkins knew a number of 
French officers, having reſided in the 
kingdom many years. We were de- 
nominated by the appellation of “ Les 
* Belles Anglaiſes,” and had a train of 
admirers both after our perſons and 
our purſes: we carried our intimacy 
ſo far, that, at length, we never went 
out but together, and dreſſed exactly 
M 3 alike, 
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alike. The article of dreſs reminds 
me, that, on the Sunday after Mr. 
Gooch had left me, my maid, whom 
he had hired, aſked my leave to go to 
maſs, and I never ſaw her after; nor 
was it till the next day I diſcovered 
that ſhe had taken away almoſt every 
article of cloths J had brought with 
me. 


My new friends prevailed on me to 
take a houſe to myſelf, which 1 did, 
It was a very large one, at five louis 
d'ors a month, and I increaſed the 
number of my ſervants from two to 
three, 


] was thus ſituated, launched into 
a ſea 
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a ſea of boundleſs miſeries, under the 
ſpecious veil of pleaſure, when I re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Gooch to 
inform me, that, in compliance with 
my defire for a divorce, he had ap- 
plicd ro Mr. Woodcock, of Lincoln's 
Inn, from whom I ſhould hear by the 
next packet, with his inſtructions 
how to act. I did ſo; and he men- 
tioned to me that ſome perſons were 
to ſet out for Lille the enſuing week, 
and that I was to follow implicitly 
the directions they would give me.— 
I waited at home a fortnight expect- 
ing and dreading their arrival ; but 
not ſeeing them, 1 went, at the end 
of that time, with Mrs. Watkins and 
Monſ. Du Buq to the play. 

N 4 I had 
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I had not been there long before 
ſaw Prior (whom 1 have before men. 
tioned) looking at me from the pit, 
An univerſal tremor ſhook me, and it 
was with difficulty could tell Mrs; 
Watkins what was the occaſion of it: 
they hurried me out of the houſe, and 
attended me home. 1 found Prior 
wife there, and the ſame interpreter 
who had been with Mr. Gooch and 
myſelf. The appearance of my own 
ſervants, ſent to me on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, was too much for a mind like 
mine! — They appcared to be little 
leſs affected than myſelf, — Drowned 
in tears, they reproached themſelves 
with their acceptance of the commit: 
ſion, and ſaid nothing ſhould have 

tempted 


4 


tempted them to undertake it, had 
they foreſeen what they were to ex- 
perience. They brought me a trunk, 
filled with my wearing apparel, a 
ſuit of clothes that I had worked for 
Mr. Gooch, (which I with ſome difh- 
culty forced Prior to accept) and a 


miniature picture of myſelf, ſet in a 
ring, which he had conſtantly worn, 
My diamonds were not ſent me, nor 
my father's and mother's pictures, 
which I had worn to pearl bracelets, 
and with which 1 would not have 


parted on any conſideration whatever. 


I would have given up at that time 
every 1dca of proffered liberty and 
happineſs to have returned home with 


* 
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my ſervants, and to be reinſtated in 
my family; but they had no concilia- 
tory propoſals to make me ! — Every 
tender recollection, at fight of them, 
had ruſhed into my mind —evety 
heart-rending thought had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of it! —I threw myſelf on the 
trunk which they had brought me, 


and burſt into an agony of undiſlem. 
bled grief! 
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Mrs. Watkins and Monſ. Du Buq 


told me that it was now too late for 
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repentance ; that I muſt of neceſſity 
yield to what I had myſelf deſired: 
they ſaid, if I did not, it would pre- 


. vent my future views of a ſecond 


mari:age, without gaining me the 
4 poſſibility 
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6 
poſſibility of being reſtored to the 
broken ties of the firſt.— ſubmitted 
to the ceremony directed by Mr. 
Woodcock, of a quilt being thrown 
over Monſ. Du Buq and myſelf be- 
fore all theſe witneſſes, who, having 
compleated their directions, returned 


to England. 
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Subſcriptions for the following Work are received iy 
the Publifkers, C. and G. KEARSLEY, Fleet 
Street; alſo at HOOKHAM and CARPENTER, 
Bond Street; and at RICHARDSON's, Royal 

; Exchange; where may be had, gratis, a Tpect« 
men of the Type and Paper : h 


TO BE ILLUSTRATED WITH 


' THIRTY CAPITAL ENGRAVINGS, 


From Defigns by Meſſrs. STOTHARD and Bus. 
NE; and executed by Meſſrs. BARTOLoz21, 
* BROMLEY, NEAGLE, MEDLAND, SKELT0x, 

MILTON, SMITH, STOWE, &c. &c, 


A Magnificent Edition of Telemachus, 


Either in FRENCH or ENGLISH, 


PROPOSALS 
FOR PRINTING, BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
A NEW EDITION, 


IN IMPERIAL QUARTO, 
OF THE 


Adventures of Telemachus, 
THE SON OF ULYSSES; 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF 


Meſſire SALIGNAC de la MOTHE-FENELON, 
ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAY, 


BY THE LATE 


JOHN HAWKESWORTH, LL. D. 


WITH 
A LIFE OF THE AUTHOR, &c. 


And a Complete Index, Hiſtorical and Geographical, 
CONDI- 


C . 


CONDITIONS, 


1, THE Work will be compriſed in twelve Num- 


IL 


bers, elegantly printed in a large quarts fite, 
on Imperial Woven Vellum Paper, and hot 
preſſed, forming two ſuperb Volumes in quarto, 
and comprehending, as already tated, Thirty 
Capital Engravings, by the Firft An 
bind up with the Letter-preſs, | 
The Price of each Number will be Tewetve 
Shillings 3 Half a Guinea to be paid at the 
time of ſubſcribing, and the Nambers to be 
paid for on delivery, excepting the laſt, where- 
in the ſubſcription depoſit will be allowed. 


III. Each Number will contain two or three 


Plates alternately, and they will be delivered 
in the exact order of ſubſcriptiow. 


IV, In the laſt Number will be given a Life of 


the Author, an Index explanatory of the hiſ- 
torical and geographical Parts, and a Liſt of 
the Subſcribers, 


The firſt Number will be publiſhed about 


May next, and it is propoſed to deliver one 
Number every three months, at leaft, from 
that time; but the Publiſhers are in hopes 
that their exertions will enable them to proceed 
ſtill more expeditiouſly, as Deſigns are already 
in the hands of Meſſrs, Bartolozzi, Bromley, 
Neagle, and Medland. 
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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 


JO ſay much in commendation of this publ. 
cation will, doubtleſs, to many, appear. unneceſs 
fary; but the truth is, that, however laviſhly 
The Telemachus of Cambray may have been com- 
mended, its real value is ſtill not yet ſufficiently 
known, In the whole ſcope of modern literature 
there is not a work which comprehends fo exten- 
five a range. of uſeful knowledge, conveyed in { 
agreeable and faſcinating a ſtyle. The whole 
mythology, geography, and ſcience of the an- 
cients are compriſed in this elegant work; the 
moſt uſeful leſſons in politics and morals are for- 
cibly inculcated ; the fineſt feelings of the heart 
are exerciſed and improved. The narrative is 
more intereſting and pathetic than thoſe of Homer 
and Virgil; And in the peruſal of it, the mind, 
fo far from being contaminated, 1s enlightened 
and refined, Of the tranſlation of Dr. Hawheſ- 
worth, the critical World and the Public hare 
already given their opinion; and the merit of it 
is eſtabliſhed beyond the reach of cenſure or of 
praiſe. That nothing, however, may be wanting 
to the perfection of the undertaking, the Proptie- 


Gentleman well ſkilled in both languages, who 
has undertaken to compare the Engliſh with the 
beſt French editions, and to render the tranſ- 
lation as perfect a copy as poſſible of the ſublime 
original 
A Life of the Author, together with an Index, 
hiſtorical 


r r 


0 


L 192 1 
biſtorical and geographical, is added by another 


Gentleman. 

As a ſpecimen of the Paper and Printing is to 
be had gratis, the Public will be able to form ſome 
judgement of the execution; and of this they may 
reſt aſſured, that the Proprietors will ſpare no ex- 

ence to render this edition in every reſpect wore 
thy the liberal patronage of the Britiſh Nation. 

It is alſo propofed to publiſh, at the ſame time, 
An ellgant and accurate Edition in French, in the 
ſame manner, and upon the ſame terms; ſo that it 
will be at the option of the Subſcribers to have the 
Letter-preſs either in French or Engliſh. | 


1 


Of C. and G. KEARSLEY, No. 46, Fleet Street, 
may be had the following Works : 


THE HISTORY OF FRANCE, from the 
firſt eſtabliſhment of that monarchy, brought down 
to, and including a complete Narrative of the late 
Revolution, : | 
Res geſtæ regumque decumque, & triſtia Bella Hox. 
A new edition, in 3 vols. 8 vo. price 188. boards. 

For characters of the above work, the Public 
are referred to the Monthly, Analytical, Critical, 
European, and Engliſh Reviews, 

THE HISTORY OF ROME, from the foun- 
dation of the city by Romulus, to the death of 
Marcus Antoninus. By the Author of the Hiſ- 
tory of France. | 

Res Romana, que ab exiguis profecta initiis, eo 
*reverit, ut jam magnitudine laboret fua. LIVY. 

In 3 vols, 8yo, price 188, in boards. 
Ms. 


L nos } 


Mx. GIBBON's HISTORY OF Thr Bit 
CLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN BWE 
PIRE ABRIDGED. By che Author off th f 
Hiſtories of France and Rome. 3 

In 2 vols. 8 vo. price 128. in boards, 

* This, with the preceding article, 60 ] 
eomplete Hiſtory of Rome, from the found 
of the city to the commencement of the dom 
of the Popes, in 5 octavo volumes, and is the only | 
work extant which embraces the whole hiſto , 


KEARSLEY's PEERAGE OF ENGLANY 1 
SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND: Conta 
an account of the origin, honours, marriages, 11 
iſſue of the nobility; a liſt of all their fg 
names, titles of elder ſons, and tranſlation of then 
mottos. Po which are added the Blazonry, un 
account of the Orders of Knighthood, an exad 
luation of each of the BiAopricks, and a complett I 
Extintt Peerage of the three Kingdoms, with che 
forfeited and dormant titles. A new editio 
ther in one or two volumes, price 68. in board 


THE POETICAL WORKS OF SAM 
JOHNSON, LL. D.: Containing London, 4 
tire; and the Vanity of Human Wiſhes ; baw 
imitated from Juyenal—Irene, a Tragedy - 
Winter's Walk — The Midſummer's Wiſh; and | 
ſundry other pieces. Price 38. in boards. 1 


Mn. GRAY's POEMS; with Norge by | 
GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A. Price 
in boards, = 

THE BEAUTIES OF THE SPECTATORY 


TATLER, AND GUARDIAN, in 2 
twelves. A new edition, Price 6s. ſewed. 1 
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